33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
As we edge closer to the closing of the liturgical year, the Church
selects readings that remind us of the final close: the second coming
of Christ. It's easy, perhaps, to forget that this is a dogma of our
Catholic faith. We see this dramatic end times language in today's
Gospel. "The sun will be darkened ? and the stars will be falling
from the sky."
As Christians and as human beings, we know all things will come to
an end. "But of that day or hour, no one knows." The "end of the
world" and end of time at Jesus' coming is in a future unknown.
But God has given us beautiful reminders of this truth. We see the
signs and symbols of ending all around us -- nightfall at the end of
each day; the life cycle of crops coming alive, bearing fruit, and being
harvested; our own death. That, too, will come at an unknown day
and hour. But that is the way of things. Even as God created in
Genesis, He gave us a sense of time -- the sun rising and setting, a
beginning and an end -- to mark our days.
So how do we welcome these built-in forms of measurement? Do we
take time to quietly recollect at the end of each day? Do we see
every morning as a fresh start for mercies new? Do we observe the
seasons and reflect on what they might be speaking to us of God and
His glory? "Heaven and earth will pass away, but my works will not
pass away." The little beginnings and little ends are opportunities to
renew our faith in Jesus, if only we have the eyes to see!

Sunday Scriptures
November 25, 2018
**Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe**
1st Reading: Dn 7:13-14
2nd Reading: Rv 1:5-8
Gospel: Jn 18:33b-37
Daily Readings: Nov. 19 Rv 1:1-4;2:1-5; Lk 18:35-43;
Nov. 20 Rv 3:1-6, 14-22; Lk 19:1-10
Nov. 21 Rv 4:1-11; Lk 19:11-28
Nov. 22 Lk 19: 11-28; Rv 5:1-10; Lk 19:41-44
Nov. 23 Rv 10-8-11; Lk 19:45-48

Thanksgiving PSR
Mass at IC on
Tuesday, Nov. 20th
7:00PM
All are Welcome!

STN

STG

ACSA

Liturgical Ministers for November 24 & 25, 2018
Sat. Nov. 24 @ 4:30pm @ St. Nicholas

Reader: Cole Knebel
Servers: Ben Hutchinson
Offertory: Denny & Joan Gobble
Euch. Min.: Barb Zaloga & Annette Bleisch
Ushers: Larry Weiss & Gary Plog
Greeters: Barb Weiss & Joan Gobble
Sun., Nov. 25 @ 8:00am @ St. Gertrude

Reader: Chad Korte
Servers: Taylor & Morgan Dressler
Offertory: Robert & Zina Maurer Family
Euch. Min.: Shirley Schwarz & Jerry Vosholler
Ushers/Greeters: Jerry Vosholler & Kevin Schwarz
Sacristan: Dave Deiters

On Saturday, December 8th
Immaculate Conception Parish will
celebrate their Feast Day with a
Parish Dinner at IC hall 6:00PM.
We are having ice cream for
dessert so please bring only
cookies to share and to take to our
shut-ins!!!
Sign-Up sheets for the meal will
be at the back of church.

On Thursday, December 6th
St. Nicholas Parish will celebrate
their Feast Day with a
Parish Dinner at 5:30PM.
Sign-Up sheets for the meal
will be at the back of church.

Sun, Nov. 25 @10:00am @ Immaculate Conception

Reader: Carol Meffert
Servers: Christian Lee, Eli Jones & Ben Jones
Offertory: Dawn James Family
Euch. Min.: Jim & Terry Potthast & Sharon Frey
Ushers: Billy & Cameron Luitjohan, Harold Meskil &
Roger Munie
Rosary Leader: Jim & Terry Potthast

At both parish celebrations the dinner will be provided by the parish so come dine with your parish family.

A Thanksgiving Prayer

Please remember in your prayers
Members of our parish families who are recovering in the
hospital & at home, for their strength and patience each day,
and for all those who ask for our prayers for health or other
issues. Mary Jo Bielong, Ana Cantrell, Margaret Daiber,
Don Dapkus, Teresa Dickman, Jean Fields, Gabriel Frey,
Karen Grabowski, Betty Haberer, P.J. Hereford,
Cory Humphrey, Coreen Hutchinson, Gene Jolliff, Val King,
William Klostermann, Barrett Korte, Henry Korte, Randy Korte,
David Kuehn, Clara Liening, Taylor Marti, Alex McCall,
Cody Neal, Barb Rakers, Marcia Rowe, Verneda Rowe,
Keita Salantai, Abby Schrage, Ted Schrage, Mitch Schuster,
Linda Schwierjohn, Phil Spies, Marie Weis, Neal Weiss,
Pam Winet, Margie Zurliene, Todd Zucca.

For Our parishioners in nursing homes:
Doris Buske, Dolores Weis & special people in our families.

For those currently serving in the military:
Adam Canfield, Tim Doll, Quinn Frey, Tom Frey,
1st Lt. Adam Kalous, Chad Knebel, Michael Knebel,
Dustin Korte, Connor Kutz, Solon McGill, Jimmy O’Boyle,
Sgt. Joseph Patterson, Rickie Quinones, Joseph Schatte,
John H. Schuster, Greg Spina, T.J. Waddington,
Sgt. Tyler Wegman, Sgt. Zach Weiss.

If you would like to have someone added to the prayer list
please call the parish office.

ACSA

IC

ACSA

Goal

$5,646.00

Goal

$9,631.00

Goal

$13,696.00

Amount Pledged

$3,840.00

Amount Pledged

$4,260.00

Amount Pledged

$5,205.00

# People Pledged

15 out of 48

# People Pledged

21 out of 89

# People Pledged

22 out of 137

IC Collection

For 11/11/18

Envelopes/Loose

$1,781.00

STN Collection

For 11/10/18

STG Collection

For 11/11/18

All Saints

$35.00

Envelopes/Loose

$869.00

Envelopes/Loose

$1,006.50

Candles

$155.00

Justice & Hope

$5.00

Cemetery

$35.00

Building Fund

$5.00

Sister Parish

$5.00

Cemetery

$40.00

St. Vincent DePaul $500.00
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Feast Day Celebration

Feast Day
Celebration

November 17 & 18, 2018

Happy 70th Wedding Anniversary
to Kenny & Lottie
(Meyers) Layne from St. Nicholas
Church. They were married at
St. Martin of Tours Catholic
Church in East St. Louis on
November 20, 1948.
May God continue to bless them
with many more happy
years together!
Some of you have asked what items can be
purchased for Rose Wascher’s next missionary
trip. Here are the items she needs by Nov 30:
Children’s Tylenol (Acetaminophen), Adult
Tylenol (Acetaminophen), Advil (Ibuprofen),
Vitamins, Antibiotic Ointments, OTC Steroidal
Creams, Antifungal Creams, & Prenatal Vitamins.
Since these are medication related items, please
give them to Denise Trickey instead of placing
them in a box in the hallway. Denise will deliver
the items to Rose Wascher before Nov 30.
Thanks in advance!

Good and gracious God,
You do all things well.
You make the sun and rain come,
nurturing the earth, making it
fertile and fruitful.
Through Your gift of creation and the
work of our hands,
we reap an abundant harvest.
We give You thanks for Your many gifts
that sustain us;
for health and home, dignified labor,
for family, friends, neighbors,
and those whom -- today -- we may still
consider enemies.
As we reflect in thanks this day, may we
remember those who lack something
we have.
May our gratitude move us to love,
serve, and give.
Together we rejoice in Your gifts,
and in Your abundant life!
Amen.

This Sunday at the 8AM Mass at
St. Gertrude Parish we welcome
Marissa Graham at the Rite of Acceptance
into the Order of Catechumens.
Attention all Lectors: the new Workbooks for
Lectors 2019 are here and will be marked
with each lector’s name at the back of each
church. Please pick yours up!!

In My Footsteps Half-Day Retreat

Ss. Peter & Paul Catholic Church in Collinsville will offer a Half-Day Retreat titled In My
Footsteps on Saturday, December 8 starting with Mass at 8:15 am. No registration is
required. All are welcomed—bring your family and friends. Cost is a donation of laundry
detergent or toiletry item for St. Vincent DePaul Society. Retreat participants will receive
a copy of Edward Sri’s book “Into His Likeness.”
Do you sense that movement in you—that desire to go deeper in your relationship with
Christ? Do you have a longing to follow Jesus more closely, to be transformed by him?
Do you notice a stirring inside, a longing to love God with all your heart, but feel unsure
what steps to take next?
If you answered yes to any of these questions, then this retreat is for you. Know that God
is the one who has put those yearnings in your soul. He has already given you the heart
of a disciple. This retreat simply aims to help learn how to follow those initial promptings
of the Holy Spirit by offering for consideration “the four habits of a disciple”: prayer, the
breaking of bread (the Sacraments), fellowship, & the teaching of the Apostles.

When scheduling Mass intentions to be said, let us know how many we can send to the missions so that your Mass' can be
said as soon as possible.

Mon. (Nov.19) 8:00am (IC)
Tues. (Nov.20) 8:00am (St.G)
Tues. (Nov.20) 7:00pm (IC)
Wed. (Nov.21) 8:00am (IC)
Thur. (Nov.22) 8:00am (St.N)
Fri. (Nov.23) 8:00am (IC)
Sat. (Nov.24)4:30pm (St.N)
Sun. (Nov.25)8:00am (St.G)
Sun. (Nov.25)10:00am (IC)
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† Mass Intentions †

No Mass
† Udell & Cecilia Harris
† Lorraine & Dennis Huelskamp —Int. of Ken & Betty Wagner
† Ed Plocher — Int. of Clara Knebel
Mass for the People of STN, STG & IC
No Mass
† Donald Phillips —Int. of Judy Phillips
† Lorraine & Harvey Jakel —Int. of Shirley & Lawrence Schwarz
† Jon Straube, Weakie, Ellie & Tammy Potthast — Int. of
Donna Straube & Family
November 17 & 18, 2018

We want to see all of our parish students get
more involved in the rich variety of ministries at
Mass. Ministries include door greeters, altar
servers, lectors, choir and cantors. We’d like to
build up our singing program and as a result,
Roger Frey and Mary Bergman have graciously
agreed to have choir practices with our parish
students every Wednesday evening at 6pm,
which is half an hour prior to every PSR class. Please bring your child to
IC church at 6pm for 30 minutes of singing practice before PSR class
each Wed. All students from all parish’s welcome, whether enrolled in
PSR or not…
St. Augustine said that singing is praying twice!

LIVE THE LITURGY - INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK
"But of that day or hour, no one knows, neither the angels in heaven,
nor the Son, but only the Father." None of us knows when the world
will end. All we know is that it will end. All things do. Many people
choose to live a somewhat carefree life by living as if life will never
end. They go from one day to the next, never giving a thought to the
fact that today may be their last. If you knew exactly when your life
will end, what would you do differently? As Christians, we are called to
be people of beginnings and endings. God is in all of life even when we
think that life cannot get any worse than it is. Creating life out of death
is what God does best. We are asked to live vigilantly, seeing God in all
things and being ever prepared to meet him, whenever that
time comes.

"To be grateful is to recognize the love of God in everything He
has given us -- and He has given us everything." --Thomas Merton
Pancake Breakfast - November 25th!
Father McGivney is teaming up with the Knights of Columbus for an
all-you-care-to-eat breakfast! Bring the family and join us!
When: Sunday November 25th, 2018 from 8:00am-1:00pm
Where: St. Mary's Church: 1802 Madison Avenue, Edwardsville, IL
Suggested Donations: Adults - $8, Children(6-12) - $4, Family - $25

WHY DO WE DO THAT? - CATHOLIC TRADITIONS EXPLAINED
Question: I've heard that gratitude is a fruit of the Holy Spirit.
What does that mean?
Answer: In St. Paul's letter to the Galatians, he talks about the
"fruits of the Holy Spirit." He is referencing an idea that Jesus
talks about frequently in the Gospels. "By their fruits you will
know them" (Matthew 7:16). He uses the example of a plant. If
the plant is healthy, it will bear good fruit. If the plant is
unhealthy, it will bear rotten fruit or none at all. Jesus echoes this
idea at the Last Supper, when he says that if we remain close to
him we will "bear much fruit" (John 15:8). If we allow the Holy
Spirit to work in our lives, we will bear the fruits of the Spirit!
Technically, gratitude is not one of the fruits St. Paul lists.
"The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control" (Galatians
5:22-23). But doesn't that sound like the response of a grateful
heart? When we're grateful, we experience a sense of joy and
peace that makes it easier to love. We can be kind, patient,
generous, and gentle with others rather than possessive or
competitive. When we're grateful, we don't need to grasp at
what we don't have. We practice self-control. Gratitude helps us
to be faithful, knowing God will always be with us.
Sounds like good fruit to me!

Grantfork Historical Society Breakfast at St. Gertrude’s Parish Hall in
Grantfork—Sunday, November 18th 8:00am to 12:00PM. Pancakes,
sausage, eggs and more. Carry outs available. $8 Adult & $5 for kids.
“Help us Preserve Our History”

33rd Sunday in Ordinary time, November 17 & 18, 2018

Breakfast with Santa - December 15th
at St. Mary's
The sixth graders at St. Mary's in Edwardsville
(1802 Madison Ave.) are hosting a Breakfast
with Santa on December 15th as a fundraiser
for their Space Camp trip next year. Advanced
registration is required by December 7th. It is
a great family-friendly event! Registration
forms can be found in the parish office. For
more info, please contact the school
at 618-656-1230.

Saint Nicholas - Pocahontas

Immaculate Conception—Pierron

Saint Gertrude—Grantfork

She slipped away at night ... on the other side lay freedom ...
When he was ten, young Augustus' father went to fight for the Union Army
but died during the Civil War. Martha Tolton, a Missouri slave and his
mother, knew there was only one way to save her family – she had to escape
to freedom in Illinois. In the dead of night, she slipped away. It was 20 miles
to the Missouri-Illinois border. On the other side lay freedom, but she had to
get there first, and that meant crossing the vast Mississippi River.
Terrified, she prayed for a miracle, and sure enough, God provided. Through
Martha Tolton’s courage, determination, and most of all through her devout
Catholic faith, the first African- American priest, Father Augustus Tolton, was
given to the people of God. What was that miracle? Want to know more
about Fr. Tolton and Martha Tolton? Please save the date for a live
performance highlighting the life of this amazing man and his
mother. January 29 and 30 at Marquette Catholic High School
(219 E 4th St. Alton, IL.) —Save the Date!!

Alhambra Township and Mississippi Valley Regional Blood Center are
hosting a blood drive on Monday, December 3 from 3pm – 7pm at the
Alhambra Firemans Park. Please eat and hydrate well before
donating. Must bring photo ID to donate. Refreshments served.
EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP - RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR
ORDINARY MOMENTS
The ancient Greek dramatist, Euripides, wrote, "No one can confidently
say that he will still be living tomorrow." We seldom focus on that reality
and often act like we are confident of a tomorrow. However, we all know
names of those who died suddenly, maybe in tragedy or simply in the
quiet of sleep. Calling those names to mind will probably still not force
most of us to contemplate our own mortality tonight before placing our
head on the pillow, but perhaps it should.
We don't need to obsess about dying or fear the unknown, but realizing
the gift of today and reflecting on the possibility that it may be our last
day can cause us to act differently. We might forgive more easily, argue
less, and embrace one another. Rather than procrastinate, we might act
now. We could become more mindful of our surroundings, see the needs
in people, and reach out to those who are lost.
I write these Everyday Stewardship reflections every Sunday. You might
read them in your parish bulletin, on a website, or in social media every
Sunday. Just in case this is the last Sunday you ever have a chance to read
these reflections, what is God calling you to do now before it's too late.
If you are still here next Sunday after taking all this seriously, you might
wonder at what it was to live more fully and to give of yourself more
freely. Don't let a single day pass you by without truly loving others and
your God. One thing you can be confident about: This day will never
come again. --Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS
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Mass Times

Immaculate Conception
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Reconciliation
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