Fourth Sunday of Lent

Livestream Sunday Mass —EWTN livestream at 8 a.m. and 12

“Do you believe in the Son of Man?” Jesus wants to motivate each
one of us to see the truth. After developing a relationship with Jesus,
the blind man “sees” as someone very special. The Pharisees, due to
the blindness caused by their ignorance, prejudice, and need for selfpreservation, still remain blind. Presuppositions, prejudices,
assumptions, and our needs can easily blind us to truth. We see what
we want or need to see and not what is really there. In addition, our
stubbornness continues to convince us that we are right and that our
vision is perfect. Only God can complete the picture.
Look around at our world. So much of what is happening today is due
to the reluctance of folks to allow themselves to be stretched and
brought to see what is really there. Many react to what life presents
to them more with the lenses of ignorance than lenses of clarity.
The Gospel carries great transformative value. With it, God corrects
our vision and replaces our limited sight with the fullness of his sight.
God opens our eyes so that we can see that it is not about preserving
what we have created but of living in the immensity and wonder
of God’s kingdom.

p.m. ET go to www.ewtn.com/tv/shows/sunday-mass-live &
for daily masses at ewtn.com/catholicism/d...

KPLR Channel 11, has a mass scheduled for Sunday, March 22 from 8:30
-9:00a.m. This has been a scheduled program for some time, but please
check https://fox2now.com/kplr/ for future dates.
Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception: Mass will be livestreamed
on the Cathedral’s Facebook page at 7:00AM each morning which
will then be available for replay; facebook.com/spicathed...

Live Mass from the Basilica of the Sacred Heart
at Notre Dame's campus in South Bend, Indiana.
10:00 AM ET every Sunday 9:30 AM ET Monday-Friday
St. Patrick's Cathedral in New York--Live Mass 10:15 AM ET
every Sunday

Through a simple, loving relationship with God, we can break through
the tethers of prejudice, eradicate fear, dispel the darkness of hatred
and sin, discover freedom, live in peace, work for justice, be effective
stewards of creation, assist the migrant and the immigrant, and safeguard our economic systems and policies so that they truly serve all of
God’s children. What we see is often an artificial lie. Our truth is much
bigger than what our limited sight believes it to be. Allow God to
work in and through you. Do not be afraid. Be open and be humble
enough to know that you need help. Many human beings are living
with severe cataracts that produce sight that is at best blurred.
Are you one of them?

Sunday Scriptures

Please remember in your prayers
Members of our parish families who are recovering in the hospital
& at home, for their strength and patience each day, and for all
those who ask for our prayers for health or other issues.
Mike Bast, Mary Jo Bielong, Ana Cantrell, Margaret Daiber,
Don Dapkus, Teresa Dickman, Jean Fields, Gabriel Frey,
Jerry Fyke, Dean Geiler, Karen Grabowski, Judy Gruner,
P.J. Hereford, Cory Humphrey, Gene Jolliff, Val King,
Barrett Korte, Henry Korte, Randy Korte, David Kuehn,
Helen Kuehn, Brett Leathers, Sue Luber, Taylor Marti,
Alex McCall, Danny Micheletto, Cody Neal, Robert Oliver,
Barb Rakers, Marcia Rowe, Verneda Rowe, Abby Schrage,
Mitch Schuster, Phil Spies, Marie Weis, Jason Weiss, Neal Weiss,
Pam Winet, Margie Zurliene, Todd Zucca.

For Our parishioners in nursing homes:
Doris Buske, Betty Haberer, Dolores Weis, Helen Wuebbles &
special people in our families.

1st Reading: Ez 37: 12-14
2nd Reading: Rom 8: 8-11
Gospel: Jn 11: 1-45 or 11: 3-7, 17, 20-27, 33b-45
Daily Readings:

For those currently serving in the military:

**Fifth Sunday of Lent**

Mar. 25 Is 7: 10-14, 8:10; Heb 10: 4-10;Lk 1: 26-38
Mar. 26 Ex 32: 7-14; Jn 5: 31-47
Mar. 27 Wis 2: 1a, 12-22; Jn 7: 1-2, 10, 25-30

Holy Virgin of Guadalupe,
Queen of the Angels and Mother of the Americas.
We fly to you today as your beloved children.

Parish Support: Amid the many concerns currently facing us, please also remember that
your parish depends on your generosity and support. With the cancellation of masses,
our parishes have lost offertory collections that are essential to pay staff and bills for the
maintenance of our churches.
Support for those in Need: Many people will suffer disruption, health challenges, and
economic hardship during this time. The faithful are encouraged to support Catholic
Charities and/or their parish St. Vincent De Paul Society or other charitable groups.

We ask you to intercede for us with your Son,
as you did at the wedding in Cana.
Pray for us, loving Mother,

Easter Flowers/Decorations
Please remember to add names in
memory or in honor of a loved
one if you want them to be
listed in the bulletin.
Cemetery Clean-Up—Please
remove all Christmas flowers & seasonal decorations
at Calvary & St. Gertrude Cemeteries so the grounds
can be readied for spring clean-up.

and gain for our nation and world,

March 29, 2020

Mar. 23 Is 65: 17-21; Jn 4: 43-54
Mar. 24 Ez 47: 1-9, 12; Jn 5: 1-16

From the Office of the Bishop
In response to Bishop Paprocki’s call for a diocesan fast from the Eucharist, effective March 18, 2020 and until further notice, the Diocese of Springfield in
Illinois has replaced all public Masses and liturgical celebrations with private Masses, celebrated by priests “sine populo,” that is, with no congregation
physically present. The Catholic faithful are dispensed from their Sunday obligation until further notice.
During this time, the faithful are encouraged to pray with the scripture readings of the Mass, and watch the mass on EWTN or on one of the local,
private Masses being streamed live by one of our priests.
In place of reception of the Blessed Sacrament, the faithful are encouraged to make a spiritual communion, pray the rosary, and to pray the particular
prayer shown below for the end to the spread of the Coronavirus, the healing of those afflicted, and strength for those caring for the sick.

Adam Canfield, Tim Doll, Quinn Frey, Tom Frey,
1st Lt. Adam Kalous, Chad Knebel, Michael Knebel, Dustin Korte,
Connor Kutz, Solon McGill, Jimmy O’Boyle,
Sgt. Joseph Patterson, Rickie Quinones, Joseph Schatte,
Greg Spina, T.J. Waddington, Sgt. Tyler Wegman,
Sgt. Zach Weiss.

If you would like to have someone added or removed from the
prayer list please call the parish office.

and for all our families and loved ones,
the protection of your holy angels,
that we may be spared the worst of this illness.
For those already afflicted,
we ask you to obtain the grace of healing and deliverance.
Hear the cries of those who are vulnerable and fearful,
wipe away their tears and help them to trust.

Raffle Ticket envelopes are now available at the back of STG.
Please remember to pick yours up!!

In this time of trial and testing,
teach all of us in the Church to love one another and to be
patient and kind.
Help us to bring the peace of Jesus to our land and to
our hearts.
We come to you with confidence,
knowing that you truly are our compassionate mother,
health of the sick and cause of our joy.

Mazzio Night—On Monday, March 23rd Grantfork
Historical Society will be having their Mazzio Pizza
Night in Highland. 5 to 9PM; Carry-Outs Only.

St. Gertrude Chicken Dinner Raffle—Donations are now being accepted;
please contact Linda Hunsche at 618-675-3874 if you would like to
make a donation.

Shelter us under the mantle of your protection,

Sun.
Wed.
Thurs.
Thurs.
Sat.,
Sun.
Mon.
Mon.
Wed.
Thurs.

keep us in the embrace of your arms,
help us always to know the love of your Son, Jesus.
Amen.

STN Collection

For 3/14/20

Envelopes/Loose

$624.00

Easter Flowers

$30.00

STG Collection
Envelopes/Loose

IC Collection

For 3/15/20

Envelopes/Loose

$1,061.00

Catholic Charities

$45.00

For 3/15/20

Easter Flowers

$10.00

$2,127.00

Sister Parish

$5.00

Candles

$22.00

Budget Goal

$923.00

Budget Goal

$1,180.00

Budget Goal

$2,203.00

Weekly Surplus/Deficit

$-299.00

Weekly Surplus/Deficit

$947.00

Weekly Surplus/Deficit

$-1,142.00

Support Needed (budget)

$34,151.00

Support Needed (budget)

$43,660.00

Support Needed (budget)

$81,511.00

Support Actual

$34,065.25

Support Actual

$45,037.27

Support Actual

$73,825.97

Surplus/Deficit YTD

$-85.75

Surplus/Deficit YTD

$1,377.27

Surplus/Deficit YTD

$-7,685.03

Fourth Sunday of Lent

March 21 & 22, 2020

St. Gertrude’s 3rd and 8th grade confirmation classes will
be collecting food for the Highland Food Pantry .
There will be a tub in the back of church to put your items.

Mon.
Tues.
Wed.
Thur.
Fri.
Sat.
Sun.
Sun.

(Mar.23) 8:00am (IC)
(Mar.24) 8:00am (St.G)
(Mar.25) 8:00am (IC)
(Mar.26) 8:00am (St.N)
(Mar.27) 8:00am (IC)
(Mar.28) 4:30pm (St.N)
(Mar.29) 8:00am (St.G)
(Mar.29)10:00am (IC)

Fourth Sunday of Lent

Alton Deanery 2020 Lenten Penance Services
March 22 Cancelled
St. Boniface, Edwardsville
March 25 Cancelled
St. Paul, Highland
March 26 Cancelled
St. Mary St. Mark in Madison
March 26 Cancelled Mother of Perpetual Help, Maryville
March 28 Cancelled
St. Paul, Highland
March 29 Cancelled
St. Jerome, Troy
March 30 Cancelled
St. Lawrence, Greenville
March 30 Cancelled
St. Mary’s, Edwardsville
April 1
Cancelled
St. Gertrude, Grantfork
April 2
Cancelled
St. Paul, Highland

FAITHFUL DEPARTED
Prayers are requested for the repose of the soul of
Rose Pfister, grandmother of
Corey (Stacey) Knebel, of our parish family.
We extend our heartfelt sympathy to Rose’s family
and friends. Eternal rest grant unto her, O Lord…

† Mass Intentions †
No Mass
No Mass
No Mass
No Mass
No Mass
No Mass
No Mass
No Mass

Respect Life Team had a presentation scheduled on
March 22nd at 3pm in the Cafeteria at St. Paul
regarding the perils of Physician-Assisted Suicide—
**THIS EVENT HAS BEEN CANCELLED**

March 21 & 22, 2020

fourth Sunday of Lent march 21 & 22, 2020
PAPAYA Youth Group Fundraiser
Our Youth Group is having a fundraiser to raise money for various youth
group events. We have partnered with Show Me Dough Fundraising for the
selling of their delicious pastries, cookies and pizzas. The original Butter
Braid pastries come in seven flavors, perfect for family events, celebrations
(will arrive in time for Easter!), or as a special treat. The cookie dough is pre
-portioned for your convenience, no thawing, no scooping, no mess. Each
pizza order comes with two full sized locally manufactured pizzas- enough
for the whole family. Each youth member’s goal is to sell 15 items. This is
the final weekend to place your order! Please support our youth with this
fundraising event and feel free to contact Billy Luitjohan (618-407-4947) or
Denise Trickey (314-495-9080) with any questions, or to place an order.
Thank you for your support!

Meet Maria Ana— Maria Ana and her brothers
receive one meal a day at school, so that they
can focus on achieving their dreams. How was
education important for your future?
How can you we ensure that all young people
have a chance to be educated?
Visit crsricebowl.org for more.

FREE RESOURCE With so many Catholics unable to

In light of the Covid-19 virus, The Heartland Community Chorus
has postponed their upcoming concert indefinitely.
We appreciate all of our supporters and are concerned for
their safety, as well as for the safety of our members. We also
want to abide by restrictions on crowd sizes. We anticipate
rescheduling this concert at a later date.
Thank you for your continued support.

attend Mass, Magnificat Magazine is offering
complimentary access to the online version of their
popular daily devotional publication. You can find it at
us.magnificat.net/free
In addition to its online edition, MAGNIFICAT is now offering complimentary access to its iOS and Android
Apps throughout May. To register for free access in
English, visit www.magnificat.com/free.
We are also happy to make available complimentary
access to MagnifiKid. Visit www.magnifikid.com/free to
view and download each weekly booklet of our colorful
Sunday missalette for children ages 6 through 12.

Due to concerns about the coronavirus, influenza and other illnesses,
HSHS St. Joseph’s Hospital Breese has regretfully decided to
postpone the health fairs scheduled for
• March 25 at the Carlyle KC Hall
• April 8 at Trenton First United Methodist Church
• April 22 at the Germantown Legion
This decision is being made to best ensure the health and wellbeing of
our community. At this time, St. Joseph’s Hospital Breese has not had
any confirmed cases of COVID-19, but we are taking the necessary
precautions based on recommendations by public health officials to
prevent the spread of any contagious diseases. We are exploring
options to reschedule the health fair for a later date.

A Beacon of Light (ABL) Pregnancy Help Center in Maryville Illinois is seeking an
Executive Director. The ideal candidate will have a Pro-Life heart and a genuine
love and vision for a woman and family experiencing an unexpected pregnancy.
Responsibilities include organizing and directing daily tasks, recruiting and
coordinating volunteers, & promoting the Center and its services in the
surrounding areas. The leader we seek will have excellent oral, written and
interpersonal communication skills & the ability to be a team leader. Please
contact Judi Schutzenhofer at 618-593-3622.

STN

STG

ACSA

ACSA

IC

ACSA

Goal

$7,666.00

Goal

$8,686.00

Goal

$16,912.00

Amount Pledged

$3,470.00

Amount Pledged

$4,795.00

Amount Pledged

$9,175.00

# People Pledged

13 out of 46

# People Pledged

24 out of 87

# People Pledged

38 out of 131

Saint Nicholas - Pocahontas

Immaculate Conception—Pierron

Saint Gertrude—Grantfork
+Bishop
Thomas John Paprocki
Diocese of springfield
in illinois

†
Rev. Paul J. Bonk
Pastor
Sonya Curry
secretary
Mailing Address:
PO Box 410
Pierron, IL 62273
E-mail Address:
ICSTN2011@gmail.com
www.icstnstg.org
Office: 618-669-2391
Rectory 618-654-2789
Office Address:
401 E State Street,
Pocahontas
Office Hours:
Mon.—Thurs. 9am to 4pm
Fridays 9am to 1pm

Mass Times

Immaculate Conception
Wed. & Fri.—8:00am
Sunday—10:00 am
Saint Nicholas
Thursday— 8:00am
Saturday—4:30pm
Saint Gertrude
Tuesday— 8:00 am
Sunday — 8:00am

Sacrament of
Reconciliation
IC—Wed. 7:15—7:45am
STN— Sat. 3:45—4:15pm
STG— Sun. 7:15— 7:45am

