14th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Relevant Pregnancy Care Center 2018 Baby Bottle Campaign

If you have been closely following the Sunday readings, today's
Gospel could sound a bit like a broken record. Four weeks ago, the
Gospel told of Jesus visiting his home of Nazareth and being poorly
received by his family members. Jesus had attracted a large crowd as
he preached, and his concerned relatives came to bring him home.
Jesus, they thought, was out of his league.
Today Jesus takes things further. He returns to Nazareth. Rather than
preaching from his house, he enters the synagogue. He speaks
eloquently. The listeners acknowledge that "wisdom has been given
him" and recognize the "mighty deeds wrought by his hands," but it
is too much for them to bear. "Is he not the carpenter, the son of
Mary?" The listeners know his whole clan, his male and female
relatives. Jesus as carpenter was acceptable. Even Jesus as fringe
preacher was interesting enough to draw a crowd. But Jesus as
authoritative teacher is too much. "They took offense at him."
As Christians, we have known the truth of Jesus' identity since we
were first introduced to him. He is fully human and fully divine. He is
the second person of the Trinity. It could be easy to look down on
these 1st century listeners for their lack of faith. But where do we
expect to learn our own lessons? The more we age, the easier it is to
believe we understand the world and how it works. We have
experience with people, with the Church, with politics, and with the
affairs of daily living. We have developed criteria for first
impressions. We categorize. Today we remember that the Christian
life requires humility. Jesus' listeners have an expectation of how
things should be, and their lack of faith causes doubt in others. "He
was not able to perform any mighty deeds there." Do your
assumptions limit your perspective? Who can you learn from that
you did not expect?

Baby bottle campaign has come to an end. Please return the bottles
even if you are unable to make a donation so that the bottles can be
used again next year. We are still missing 20 bottles. Thank You!!

LIVE THE LITURGY - INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK
It seems that Jesus is always facing some kind of
opposition. Today, those from his native place amaze
him because of their lack of faith. We oppose Jesus as
well. It is not easy to be challenged and realize our great
need to change. We grow comfortable with ourselves
and our surroundings and resist change. We become
defensive when the wisdom Jesus utters asks us to leave
ourselves and our concerns and think more about others.
We lack faith in God, faith in ourselves, and faith in one
another. We are asked to keep our eyes fixed on the
Lord and allow ourselves to be stretched. Jesus knows
what he is talking about. Do we really believe this?
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HSHS St. Joseph’s Hospital Breese will be offering a babysitting class
on July 25, 2018 from 9 a.m. to noon in the hospital’s Heritage Room.
The class is designed for 11 to 15 year olds who are interested in
babysitting. The course will provide information on proper supervision,
basic caregiving skills and how to respond to ill and injured children and
infants. This will be achieved through role-playing, games, video and
lecture. Please register for the class by contacting Deb Wuebbles at
deb.wuebbels@hshs.org or (618) 526-5488.

Find Peace and Healing: Pope Francis says, "God is always waiting for
you." If you or someone you love is grieving the loss of a child or children to
abortion, come & experience the healing mercy of Jesus Christ on our
weekend retreat. Find information for the next Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat
at www.dio.org/plasm/project-rachel.html , call 217-321-1161, or email
projectrachel@dio.org Scholarships are available.

National Shrine of Our Lady of the Snows
75th Annual Novena to Our Lady of the Snows
Saturday, July 28 through Sunday, August 5
Mass begins at 7:30 p.m.
“Mary’s Journey of Faith – Where Am I on the Journey?” Each evening of the
Novena includes Mass, special music, Scripture reflections and prayers.
Each evening concludes with a candlelight rosary procession.
For more information, call 618.394.6276. snows.org/novena
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Suicide rates have been rising in nearly every state, according to the latest report by
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). Suicide is the 10th leading
cause of death in the United States. The CDC reports a 19-30% increase in suicide rates
for Illinois. Contributing factors can include: relationship problems or loss, substance
misuse, physical health problems, job, money, legal and/or housing stress. Learn the
warning signs of suicide and respond to people at risk: www.BeThe1to.com. National
Suicide Prevention Lifeline for help: 1-800-273-TALK (8255). https://
suicidepreventionlifeline.org

E-mail Address:
ICSTN2011@gmail.com
www.icstnstg.org
Office: 618-669-2391
Rectory 618-654-2789

Almost all couples who attend a Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend say:
“We should have done this a long time ago!” Why? Their whole relationship
became more alive on the Weekend, and the Weekend reminded them of what it
was like as newlyweds. The next WWME weekends away are Aug. 3-5 or
Sep. 21-23, 2018 in St. Peters, MO. If you would like to apply or get more
information, go to www.stl-wwme or call 314.649.7317.

Office Address:
401 E State Street,
Pocahontas
Office Hours:
Mon.—Thurs. 9am to 4pm
Fridays 9am to 1pm

HSHS St. Joseph’s Hospital Breese welcomes the National Kidney Foundation of Illinois’ KidneyMobile® to the Breese Knights of Columbus Hall
on Tuesday, July 10. A series of free kidney and diabetes screenings will be offered starting at 10 a.m. Screenings will continue until everyone is
seen or until 2 p.m. – whichever comes first. Attendance is limited, so an appointment is strongly encouraged. Call the hospital at
(618) 526-8585 to schedule. Those walking in without an appointment will receive the next available slot. The free screenings, limited to those
18 years of age and over, will include a blood draw to check for creatinine and kidney function, blood pressure, blood glucose, body mass
index, waist circumference and urinalysis. Fasting is not required.
EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP - RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS
Sometimes we need a dose of healthy skepticism. Do you see some of the claims on the Internet, in social media, or even on the cover of
supermarket tabloids? If we are not careful, we can easily be led astray.
However, when we find ourselves skeptical all the time, unable to trust anyone or anything, we have a problem. Trust is essential in a conversion
process, and we all are in a continual process of turning toward and moving closer to God. If we find it hard to trust the promises of God, then we
will find ourselves lost and bewildered.
Sometimes the biggest obstacle to a stewardship way of life is lack of trust. This is true for individuals as well as parish communities. Do we believe
that God will provide for our needs? Do we believe that if we give it all away we will receive even more in abundance? Do we believe that there is
true freedom in complete surrender?
Many will say that the principles of a stewardship way of life sound good spirituality and are inspiring. But when really faced with the tough
decisions, they will fall back on placing trust in themselves, material goods, or money. Are we true disciples and good stewards as we claim? Where
do you place your trust? Have you chosen a path where you are all in or are you still keeping something for yourself because you just aren't sure all
this talk of "consider the lilies" is real or just pretty words on a page? -Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS

Mailing Address:
PO Box 410
Pierron, IL 62273

Mass Times

Immaculate Conception
Mon-Wed.-Fri.—8:00am
Sunday—9:30 am
Saint Nicholas
Thursday— 8:00am
Saturday—4:30pm
Saint Gertrude
Tuesday— 8:00 am
Sunday — 8:00am

Sacrament of
Reconciliation
IC—Wed. 7:15—7:45am
STN— Sat. 3:45—4:15pm
STG— Sun. 7:15— 7:45am

STN Parish Support

IC Parish Support
July 1 Regular Collection
46 envelopes $ 2,295.00
Loose
$
73.00
Total
$ 2,368.00

June 30 Regular Collection
21 envelopes $ 960.00
Loose
$ 61.00
Total
$1,021.00

Sister Parish $ 40.00 Building Fund $108.00
Peter’s Pence $710.00

Sister Parish $5.00

Christ has illumined you with wisdom and the fires of
His presence ... let it blaze!
-Caryll Houselander

STG Parish Support
July 1 Regular Collection
28 envelopes $1,082.50
Loose
$ 42.00
Total
$1,124.50

Maintenance Fund $150.00
Sister Parish
$ 60.00
Peter’s Pence
$115.00
Highland Mazzio’s Pizza Night Monday,
July 9th 5-9PM to benefit Hitz
Memorial Home-Alhambra

Peter’s Pence $190.00

Please pray for all our branches of the Military who are
stationed around the world or who are away from their
families.

Please remember in your prayers
Members of our parish families who are recovering
in the hospital & at home, for their strength and
patience each day, and for all those who ask for
our prayers for health or other issues.
Mary Jo Bielong, Ana Cantrell, Margaret Daiber,
Don Dapkus, Teresa Dickman, Jean Fields,
Gabriel Frey, Karen Grabowski, Betty Haberer,
Cory Humphrey, Gene Jolliff, Val King,
Randy Korte, David Kuehn, Clara Liening,
Frances Luitjohan, Alex McCall, Teri Munie,
Cody Neal, Barb Rakers, Marcia Rowe,
Verneda Rowe, Keita Salantai, Abby Schrage,
Randy Schrage, Ted Schrage, Linda Schwierjohn,
Marie Weis, Neal Weiss, Pam Winet, Todd Zucca.

For Our parishioners in nursing homes:
Liturgical Ministers for July 14 & 15, 2018
Sat. July 14 @ 4:30pm @ St. Nicholas
Reader: Kelsey Kniepmann
Servers: Denny Gobble
Offertory: Jane Dapkus & Gary Plog
Euch. Min.: Colleen Lozier & Annette Bleisch
Ushers: Don Cureton & Larry Weiss
Greeters: Barb Weiss & Joan Gobble
Sun., July 15 @ 8:00am @ St. Gertrude
Reader: Ashley Knackstedt
Servers: Bryce Knackstedt & Brady Knackstedt
Offertory: Mary Ann Frueh & Carly Ann Maurer
Euch. Min.: David & Laurie Raymond
Ushers/Greeters: Bryan Rutz & Dean Sauls
Sacristan: Dave Deiters
Sun., July 15 @ 9:30am @ Immaculate Conception
Reader: Dennis Trickey
Servers: Mason Frank & Eli Jones
Offertory: Adam & Deb Koishor Family
Euch. Min.: Evelyn Knebel, Denise Wellen & Mary Korte
Ushers: Jim Vosholler, Wayne Weis, Bob Wessel &
Lowell Wellen
Rosary Leader: Millie Frey

The next St. Gertrude Pastoral/Finance
Council meeting will be held on Tuesday,
July 17th at 7:00PM

Mon. (July 9) 8:00am (IC)
Tues. (July 10) 8:00am (St.G)
Wed. (July 11) 8:00am (IC)
Thur. (July 12) 8:00am (St.N)
Fri. (July 13) 8:00am (IC)
Sat. (July 14) 4:30pm (St.N)
Sun. (July 15) 8:00am (St.G)
Sun (July 15) 9:30am (IC)
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Doris Buske, Dolores Weis & special people in our
families.

For those currently serving in the
military: Adam Canfield, Tim Doll, Quinn Frey,

Tom Frey, 1st Lt. Adam Kalous, Chad Knebel,
Michael Knebel, Dustin Korte, Connor Kutz,
Solon McGill, Jimmy O’Boyle,
Sgt. Joseph Patterson, Rickie Quinones,
Joseph Schatte, John H. Schuster, Greg Spina,
T.J. Waddington, Sgt. Tyler Wegman, Jessie Weiss,
Sgt. Zach Weiss.

WHY DO WE DO THAT? - CATHOLIC
TRADITIONS EXPLAINED
Question: We are considering homeschooling our
children. Does this present a problem when it is
time for them to receive the sacraments? What
must we do?
Answer: Homeschooling is legal in all 50 states,
and like other types of education, has its
advantages and its drawbacks. There are many
factors to consider, and each family has to decide
what the best way to educate its children is. With
religious education, many dioceses have a formal
policy that outlines procedures and expectations,
some of which include more than just academic
information. Call the religious education office to
find out what they are for your area.
In general, though, an appointment with your
parish priest to discuss your situation is the best
first step. An opportunity to discuss what is
available, what the expectations are for each
sacrament, and how you can best prepare your
child helps make your time of preparation more
effective. The priest can direct you to good
catechetical materials, parent information classes,
and other choices and possibilities for your child.
All parents need to be part of their child's religious
education, taking a lead in instilling the values and
beliefs of their faith. Communication and
information helps us all to teach and preach the
Gospel as Jesus did.
Peter’s Pence Collection—Thank you for your
generous support in last week’s Peter’s Pence
Collection! Our contributions will be combined with
those from our brothers and sisters around the world
to help Pope Francis provide essential relief to people
in need. If you missed the collection, it is not too late
to give, visit www.usccb.org/nationalcollections, and
click on the “How to Give” link.

If you would like to have someone added to the
prayer list please call the parish office.

Sunday Scriptures
July 15, 2018
**15th Sunday in Ordinary Time**
1st Reading: Am 7:12-15
2nd Reading: Eph 1:3-14 or 1:3-10
Gospel: Mk 6:7-13
Daily Readings: July 9 Hos 2:16,17b-18, 21-22; Mt 9:18-26
July 10 Hos 8:4-7, 11-13; Mt 9:32-38
July 11 Hos 10:1-3, 7-8, 12; Mt 10:1-7
July 12 Hos 11:1-4, 8e-9; Mt 10:7-15
July 13 Hos 14:2-10; Mt 10:16-23

† Mass Intentions †

St. Nicholas Blood
Drive at

Many in our world walk through a
St. Nicholas
darkness unimaginable,
Parish Hall on
A valley of exploitation and danger
Tuesday,
Assaulting their human dignity.
July 10th
As you have walked with me
2:30 to 6:30PM
through dark shadows,
Give me the courage to walk with
them,
Food for Thought at St. Paul Church
That we may grow in solidarity.
Next up...St. Paul/other saints
With those trafficked for sexual
exploitation,
w/Beth Hemann. Plan to attend and learn more
With St. Maria Goretti and
about our beloved patron saint and how his life
St. Charles Lwanga,
and model of faith and evangelism still inspires
Let me walk in solidarity.
and informs us today. There will be additional
With those child soldiers
saints reviewed along with time for discussion.
conscripted into a conflict not of
No question will be disregarded!
their making,
With St. Jose Sanchez del Rio,
These sessions have been intentionally planned
Let me walk in solidarity.
over lunch time and supper time to allow for
With those trafficked for forced
more than one opportunity for those that work
labor,
or have various other commitments. All
With St. Josephine Bakhita,
sessions will be held in the Parish Center multiLet me walk in solidarity.
purpose room. Please plan to bring your own
With those who have been
sack lunch/supper and a beverage.
separated in transit from their
families,
The remaining dates & topics chosen for this
With St. Lorenzo Ruiz,
year are:
Let me walk in solidarity.
7/11, noon—St. Paul/other saints—
And with all refugees and migrants
moving through this world,
Beth Hemann
Fleeing death behind, and with
7/13, 6:30 pm—St. Paul/other saints—
danger on either side,
Beth Hemann
Praying that somehow, somewhere
ahead
9/12, noon—RCIA Process—
Lies a place of safety for themselves
Ron
Knapp/Deanna Harlan
and their people,
With St. Alban, patron of all who
9/14, 6:30 pm—RCIA Process—
seek refuge,
Ron Knapp/Deanna Harlan
Let me walk in solidarity.
11/9, 6:30 pm—Marriage in the Church—
Let me not take a step without
remembering
Barb Kesky
Those whose every step is taken in
St. Lawrence Church’s 150th Celebration
fear and uncertainty.
In my prayers, in my words, in my
August 12th the big celebration will take place. We
actions,
invite everyone to come celebrate with St. Lawrence
Let me take their part
Church. We start the festivities with an outdoor “Mass
And walk as a pilgrim of solidarity.
on the Grass”. We will have games for children and
food vendors. The Knights of Columbus will have
Amen
Bingo. In addition, we have several musical
entertainers lined up with Daniel Obberreuter and his
band The Thirsting as the main event. Please be
watching for more info and you can follow us on Facebook at “St. Lawrence 150th Celebration”. We hope to
see you at the festivities to celebrate 150 years of
providing Catholic services to the Greenville area.

Church Picnic/Chicken Dinner at St. Elizabeth Church, Marine IL
Sunday, July 29th

No Mass
Mass for the People of IC, STG & STN
† Shirley Frey — Int. of the Family
† Dolores & Bill Kalous — Int. of Pat Kalous
† Fred & Rita Stoll — Int. of Bill, Denise & Dennis Trickey
† Veronica Wagner — Int. of Ken & Betty Wagner
† Sonny Schwarz — Int. of Emily Schwarz & Family
† Alvin & Shirley Frey — Int. of the Frey Family
July 7 & 8, 2018

Pilgrims of Solidarity Prayer
Good Shepherd,

This event features a tasty chicken dinner including homemade dressing &
desserts. Ticket sales are from 10:30AM to 5:30PM. Dinner serving starts at
11AM. Adults are $10.00, Children (ages 6 to 10) $5.00 & Children 5 and under
eat FREE. Carry-outs are available for $10. This Picnic will also feature a Country
Store, Basket Stand, Refreshments, Raffle, Attendance Prizes and Bingo (played
from 12:30 to 7:30pm). Come Rain or Shine—Everyone is cordially invited!!
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