17th Sunday in Ordinary Time
"Have you ever wanted to be part of something bigger? Even the
most independent among us likes to make changes and have an
impact on others. In this Sunday's Gospel reading, Jesus
demonstrates one of his most iconic miracles -- the multiplication of
the loaves. It is a sign of the institution of the Eucharist, when we are
fed not by bread but by the Body of Christ.
In the stories of ancient pagan gods, mighty deeds were done
entirely under the gods' own power. Mortals may have offered
sacrifices to start the chain of events, but they played little role in the
miraculous works themselves. Jesus is entirely different. The
multiplication of the loaves is a prime example not only of Jesus'
power over nature, but of the way he equips his disciples.
First, Jesus asks Philip a question "to test him." Jesus has seen the
crowds and "he himself knew what he was going to do," but he
wants his disciples to start thinking about the problem and its
solution. Andrew offers a suggestion, though he isn't confident in it.
"There is a boy here who has five barley loaves and two fish; but
what good are these for so many?" Jesus honors Andrew's
suggestion, takes the offered loaves, and delegates the Apostles to
bring order to the crowd. When the crowd has been fed, the
Apostles "gather the fragments left over." In the process, they
discover with wonder that bread has been produced in
super abundance.
In the sacraments, God works through simple matter to make grace
real in our lives. He works in and through us as well. Are you facing
problems that could have spiritual solutions? Is there a need in your
parish or community that you could meet? Whatever our
hesitancies, Jesus honors our simple loaves and fishes. He invites us
to participate in his generous work of redemption, just as we are.

LIVE THE LITURGY - INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK
Living the Gospel does not require much. In fact, less is sometimes more. Simple gestures or random acts of kindness can
have unimaginable results and change lives. It is easy to believe
that we do not have what it takes to make a difference, but we
do! The key is to learn how to be grateful for the little gifts you
possess and share them freely and abundantly. It does not take
much to satisfy the hungers of the human heart or mend the
wounds of sorrow and pain. All we need to know is that God is
with us. All people need to know is that we are with them. God
provides the rest. Truly be present to those you meet this week
and offer them your most precious gift, the gift of yourself.
EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP - RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR
ORDINARY MOMENTS
You sit down at a restaurant and order drinks and an appetizer.
Then you order an entrée with a salad. When all of that has
been consumed, you order a dessert. You leave after having had
a good time, but your pants don't fit so well now. You are so full
you regret ordering all those courses. Your eyes were bigger
than your stomach. You ordered what you wanted and not what
you needed.
In our daily lives, we find ourselves wanting many things. We
desire outcomes and good fortunes that we think will make all
the difference. However, oftentimes when we receive these
things, we only find ourselves wanting more. Worse yet, if we
do not get them, we can see our lives as incomplete.
God always provides what we need. It may not be what we
want. Our eyes can deceive us into believing that what we receive is not enough to fulfill us. If we trust in God and seek to
only live with what sustains us rather than dive into excess, we
will find that we are happier, healthier, and at peace. No one
should ever make himself or herself feel overcome by too much
of anything. God knows what we need even if we cannot see it
for ourselves. -Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS

Vitae Foundation is hosting a Pro-Life Dinner to be held Thursday, August 9,
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at Four Points By Sheraton, 319 Fountains Pkwy., Fairview Heights.
Our featured speaker is John Foppe. Born without arms, Foppe provides
dramatic evidence that every life matters. He travels the globe motivating
audiences as the founder of Visionary Velocity Worldwide. Author of the
inspirational classic, "What's Your Excuse?" and host of the docu-reality TV
series, "The World at My Feet," Foppe's dynamic and entertaining witness will
set hearts on fire for LIFE! Tickets are $25 per person. Seating is limited to
those with reservations. Reserve your seats by calling 573-634-4316 or online at
www.VitaeFoundation.org/events.
The Alton Deanery Council of Catholic Women will hold the August
Meeting on Tuesday, August 7, 2018 at St. Mary & St. Mark parish, located
at 1621 10th St., Madison, IL 62060. Mass will be celebrated by Father
Holtman at 8 a.m. A light breakfast & the meeting that will be held in
Englebert Hall following the Mass. Arrangements for a speaker have not
been finalized. Election of new officers for the coming year will be held.
All women of the Alton Deanery parishes are invited and welcome. Come
join the council and share your morning with faith, food and fellowship.

Women’s Day: The Splendor of You
The annual Women’s Day sponsored by the ladies of Ss. Peter and Paul
Church in Collinsville, IL will be held Saturday, August 25 in the parish Fellowship Hall at 207 Vandalia St. from 9am-1:30pm. Doors open at 8 am. This
year’s theme is “The Splendor of You” and will feature nationally acclaimed
motivational speaker Deby Sansone Schlapprizzi who will help you unveil your
God-given splendor and lead you on a journey of transformation. Deby draws
from her profound faith and deep spirituality, as well as many years ministering
to women. She gently urges you to shift your perspective and draw closer to
Our Lord in order to recognize and embrace your magnificence -- so that, at
last, you can delight in the freedom and fullness of who you were created to be
from the very beginning. Deby is also a television contributor, radio host and
life activist. She has been blessed with many prestigious awards and has
received recognition from renowned publications including, The Wall Street
Journal. Cost is $20 per participant (with or without lunch). Lunches must be
pre-registered by August 15. Attendees must be 14 or older. Register by sending your name, address & email to Ss. Peter & Paul Church Women’s Day,
207 Vandalia St., Collinsville, IL 62234. Make check payable to Ss. Peter and
Paul Church. You can also register online at saintspeter-paul.org/womensday

A Prayer for Immigrant Children
Loving Father, in your infinite compassion, we seek your divine protection for
refugee children who are often alone and afraid. Provide solace to those who
have been witnesses to violence and destruction, who have lost parents,
family, friends, home, and all they cherish due to war or persecution. Comfort
them in their sorrow, and bring help in their time of need. Show mercy to
unaccompanied migrant children, too, Lord. Reunite them with their families
and loved ones. Guide those children who are strangers in a foreign land to a
place of peace and safety. Comfort them in their sorrow, and bring help in
their time of need. Show us how we might reach out to these precious and
vulnerable children. Open our hearts to migrant and refugee children in need,
so that we might see in them your own migrant Son. Give us courage to
stand up in their defense against those who would do them harm. For this we
pray through our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you in the unity
of the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. Amen
To report allegations of sexual abuse of a minor by clergy, even if it is in the past,
individuals are encouraged to call the Diocesan Child Abuse Reporting &
Investigation number at (217)-321-1155. Individuals may also contact the Illinois
Dept. of Children & Family Services Child Abuse Hotline at 1-800-25-ABUSE, or
contact your local police authority.
Sacrament of Baptism—Baptisms are celebrated during Mass on
Sundays (not in Lent). A family must be registered & actively living
their faith at IC, STN or STG for 6 months to assure faith will be
shared with the new born child. Godparents must also be registered in
a Catholic parish or other Christian church & actively living their
faith. A Pre-Jordan Class is held and is required for all parents. We ask
that both parents attend this class together. Godparents are also
encouraged and welcome to attend. For more information, please call
Jane Dapkus at 669-2444.
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STN Parish Support
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Sister Parish $20.00

$2,327.00
-142.00
$9,308.00
$7,530.25
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Cumulative Support Needed (Budget)
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STG Parish Support
July 22 Regular Collection
26 envelopes $1,355.50
Loose
$ 25.00
Total
$1,380.50

Regular Support Weekly Goal (Budget)
Weekly surplus/deficit
Cumulative Support Needed (Budget)
Cumulative Support Actual

Surplus/Deficit (YTD)

$1,185.00
+195.50
$4,740.00
$4,774.50
+$34.50

Liturgical Ministers for August 4 & 5, 2018
Sat. Aug. 4 @ 4:30pm @ St. Nicholas
Reader: Barb Zaloga
Servers: Jane Dapkus
Offertory: Barb & Larry Weiss
Euch. Min.: Barb Kalous & Annette Bleisch
Ushers: Gary Plog & Don Cureton
Greeters: Gary Plog & Barb Weiss

Indeed, all parishes within the Diocese of Springfield in Illinois are restoring
the Original Order of the Sacraments of Initiation between 2019-2025.

Sun., Aug. 5 @ 10:00am @ Immaculate Conception
Reader: Carol Meffert
Servers: Summer Boien & Kelsey Knebel
Offertory: Deb & Roger Munie
Euch. Min.: Evelyn Knebel, Denise Wellen & Mary Korte
Ushers: Rick Zurliene, Patrick Flanigan, Lawrence Frank
& Dennis Frey
Rosary Leader: Lowell & Denise Wellen

New Mass Time: Starting Sunday, August 5th IC’s mass
will be celebrated at 10AM.

Regular Support Weekly Goal (Budget)
Weekly surplus/deficit
Cumulative Support Needed (Budget)
Cumulative Support Actual

Surplus/Deficit (YTD)

$1,010.00
+31.00
$4,040.00
$3,797.00
-$243.00

Please remember in your prayers
Members of our parish families who are recovering
in the hospital & at home, for their strength and
patience each day, and for all those who ask for
our prayers for health or other issues.
Mary Jo Bielong, Ana Cantrell, Margaret Daiber,
Don Dapkus, Teresa Dickman, Jean Fields,
Gabriel Frey, Karen Grabowski, Betty Haberer,
Cory Humphrey, Gene Jolliff, Val King,
Randy Korte, David Kuehn, Clara Liening,
Frances Luitjohan, Alex McCall, Teri Munie,
Cody Neal, Barb Rakers, Marcia Rowe,
Verneda Rowe, Keita Salantai, Abby Schrage,
Ted Schrage, Linda Schwierjohn, Phil Spies,
Marie Weis, Neal Weiss, Pam Winet, Todd Zucca.

For Our parishioners in nursing homes:
Doris Buske, Dolores Weis & special people in our
families.

For those currently serving in the
military: Adam Canfield, Tim Doll, Quinn Frey,

Tom Frey, 1st Lt. Adam Kalous, Chad Knebel,
Michael Knebel, Dustin Korte, Connor Kutz,
Solon McGill, Jimmy O’Boyle,
Sgt. Joseph Patterson, Rickie Quinones,
Joseph Schatte, John H. Schuster, Greg Spina,
T.J. Waddington, Sgt. Tyler Wegman, Jessie Weiss,
Sgt. Zach Weiss.
If you would like to have someone added to the
prayer list please call the parish office.

Sunday Scriptures
August 5, 2018
**18th Sunday in Ordinary Time**
1st Reading: Ex 16:2-4, 12-15
2nd Reading: Eph 4:17, 20-24
Gospel: Jn 6:24-35
Daily Readings: July 30 Jer 13:1-11; Mt 13:31-35
July 31 Jer 14:17-22; Mt 13:36-43
Aug. 1 Jer 15:10, 16-21; Mt 13:44-46
Aug. 2 Jer 18:1-6; Mt 13:47-53
Aug. 3 Jer 26:1-9; Mt 13:54-58

Go to the Lord very simply. With the surrender
of a small child. -St. Peter Julian Eymard

† Mass Intentions †

No Mass
† Ginger Sanders — Int. of Warren Sherman
Orion Walker — Int. of Engie Walker & Family
† Dolores Munie — Int. of Sue Luber
† Giovanni Accornero Family — Int. of the Accornero Family
Mass for the People of IC, STG & STN
Shirley & Lawrence Schwarz 50th Wedding Anniversary
† Catherine, Vincent & John Wessel — Int. of the Wessel Family
July 28 & 29, 2018

The mission of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Springfield in
Illinois is to build a fervent community of intentional and
dedicated missionary disciples of the Risen Lord and steadfast
stewards of God’s creation who seek to become saints.
Accordingly, the community of Catholic faithful in this Diocese is
committed to the discipleship and stewardship way of life as
commanded by Christ Our Savior and as revealed by Sacred
Scripture and Tradition. To further this mission, the Diocese of
Springfield in Illinois is committed to implementing the Four
Pillars of Discipleship and Stewardship, namely:
i. Hospitality – to invite people proactively to join us in prayer,
especially Sunday Mass;
ii. Prayer – to provide well-prepared celebrations of the
sacraments and other occasions for prayer as signs of hope and
paths of grace to heaven;
iii. Formation – to study the Bible and learn more about Jesus and
our Catholic faith; and
iv. Service – to serve each other, especially those in need, by
practicing charity and justice.
We appreciate those who have volunteered to
visit the sick, homebound and those in nursing
homes. Materials are on order and when they
have arrived we will schedule a meeting time
to go over the procedures & materials.

FAITHFUL DEPARTED
Prayers are requested for the repose of the soul of
Randy Schrage, son of Ted & Marie Schrage &
brother of Evelyn (Steve) Knebel of our parish
family. We extend our heartfelt sympathy to
Randy’s family and friends. Eternal life
grant unto him, O Lord…

Next weekend we welcome
Fr. Johndamaseni Zilimu from
Saint John Paul II Parish in Kewanee IL to
all weekend masses.
MISSION APPEAL INFORMATION
The Catholic diocese of Kayanga is situated in
the remote and extremely rural Northwestern
corner of Tanzania, Africa. It borders the
countries of Rwanda and Uganda. Apart from
attending to spiritual needs, the diocese of
Kayanga also provides for the temporal socioeconomic needs of the people. Though poor,
remote and rural, the diocese stretches itself to
provide services in education for orphans and
needy children, health, and relief. Empowering
the orphans and needy children with education
will not only mean a promising future for them
but also a decrease of street children, crime,
and future political instability.
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Go to www.dio.org/catechesis/restored-order.html to learn how the
Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation and First Holy Communion were
celebrated in the early church, how it changed over time and why we
are called to restore these sacraments to their original order.
Church Picnic/Chicken Dinner at St. Elizabeth Church, Marine IL
Sunday, July 29th — Dinner serving starts at 11AM.
WHY DO WE DO THAT? - CATHOLIC TRADITIONS EXPLAINED
Question: What is the difference between mortal and venial sin?
Answer: Sin is a deliberate thought, word, action, or omission contrary to God's
law. Since the beginnings of the Church, sin has been distinguished by its gravity.
"Grave matter" is traditionally defined by the Ten Commandments. If a person
commits a grave sin with full knowledge of the action's evil and with the complete
consent of their will, this is a mortal sin. The effects of mortal sin are grave -- the loss
of sanctifying grace, which can be restored by a fresh outpouring of God's mercy in
the sacrament of Reconciliation.
Venial sin does not fit one or more of these conditions (for example, a less serious
matter still freely chosen or grave matter committed while under force or ignorance
of God's law). The effects of venial sin -- while still damaging to the human heart and
human society -- are less severe. Even so, smaller sins build habits, which can
obstruct our growth in virtue. When we are serious about following Jesus, we should
do our best to avoid all sin, whether large or small!

LOVE. SERVE. CONNECT.

Sun., Aug. 5 @ 8:00am @ St. Gertrude
Reader: Rene Barr
Servers: Carlie Mettler & Laila Barr
Offertory: Brenda Knackstedt Family
Euch. Min.: Jerry Vosholler & Mary Ann Frueh
Ushers/Greeters: Michael Sauls & Shirley Schwarz
Sacristan: Dianne Leitschuh
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SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION PRIOR TO FIRST HOLY
COMMUNION??

Sister Parish $30.00

Regular Support Weekly Goal (Budget)
Weekly surplus/deficit

Mon. (July 30) 8:00am (IC)
Tues. (July 31) 8:00am (St.G)
Wed. (Aug. 1) 8:00am (IC)
Thur. (Aug. 2) 8:00am (St.N)
Fri. (Aug. 3) 8:00am (IC)
Sat. (Aug. 4) 4:30pm (St.N)
Sun. (Aug. 5) 8:00am (St.G)
Sun (Aug. 5) 10:00am (IC)

DID YOU KNOW…. THIS PARISH WILL SOON OFFER THE

July 21 Regular Collection
23 envelopes $ 996.00
Loose
$ 45.00
Total
$ 1,041.00

July 22 Regular Collection
46 envelopes $ 2,046.00
Loose
$ 139.00
Total
$ 2,185.00

This past week 10 youth and 5 chaperones from IC attended Catholic Heart Work Camp
in Springfield, Illinois. We grew spiritually and serviced those in need. We made an
impact in our lives and to the lives of many others. We would like to thank everyone
who supported us in any way during our fundraisers or just keeping us in your prayers.
Madi Crawford, Alana Hollenkamp, Candace Luitjohan, Grace Curry, Thomas Wick,
Brett Williamson, Carter Sutterfield, Reid Koishor, Kay Medley, MaryJo Luitjohan,
Bill Luitjohan, and Justin Overby. Not pictured: Paige Overby, Denise and Dennis Trickey.
July 28 & 29, 2018

