15th Sunday in Ordinary Time
"He summoned the Twelve and began to send them out two by
two." This Sunday we read the first sending of the Apostles to
preach, teach, and heal. For many of us, it can be easy to think we
"just don't have enough" to be disciples and evangelists ourselves.
We don't have enough education and training. We don't have
enough experience talking to people about Jesus. We don't pray
enough. We don't have enough faith.
If you look at the Apostles in today's Gospel reading, they didn't have
much either. "No food, no sack, no money in their belts." They didn't
plan out their itinerary or book their lodging in advance. From what
we know of the Apostles, they were not the religiously trained and
educated ones. They were fisherman, tax collectors, and political
activists. But what does being a fisherman require? Someone like
Peter needed a strong work ethic to rise at strange hours. He needed
patient calm to wait for the catch. Once ashore, he needed a savvy
mind to fetch a good price for his labors.
As Peter became a fisher of men, he would need diligence to
persevere through the hard journeys, long days, and persecution
that awaited him. He would need patient calm with those who
disagreed with him. As the leader of the Apostles, he would need a
savvy mind to navigate challenges facing the early Church. From one
perspective, Peter has nothing to offer the mission of Jesus. Thinking
more creatively, one can see that -- joined with faith and love -perhaps Peter had everything he needed.
Jesus sends you as well. As you take stock of your own talents,
consider how they might be offered as a gift to others. Maybe you
already have more than enough.

LIVE THE LITURGY - INSPIRATION FOR THE
WEEK
Do you describe yourself as a holy person? For
many, becoming holy may not be seen as a desirous
goal. We are all called to be holy but maybe not in
the way we often imagined. Holiness is nothing
more than doing ordinary things with great love and
faith. St. Teresa of Calcutta says, "Holiness is not
something extraordinary. Holiness is for every one
of us as a simple duty -- the acceptance of God with
a smile, at all times, anywhere and everywhere."
Holiness has to do with understanding that our faith
has a lot to do with how we see and live life. It is
that simple. Are you willing to go about the simple
business of your life and be holy?

Find Peace and Healing: Pope Francis says, "God is always waiting for
you." If you or someone you love is grieving the loss of a child or children to
abortion, come & experience the healing mercy of Jesus Christ on our
weekend retreat. Find information for the next Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat
at www.dio.org/plasm/project-rachel.html , call 217-321-1161, or email
projectrachel@dio.org Scholarships are available.
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National Shrine of Our Lady of the Snows
75th Annual Novena to Our Lady of the Snows
Saturday, July 28 through Sunday, August 5
Mass begins at 7:30 p.m.
“Mary’s Journey of Faith – Where Am I on the Journey?” Each evening of the
Novena includes Mass, special music, Scripture reflections and prayers.
Each evening concludes with a candlelight rosary procession.
For more information, call 618.394.6276. snows.org/novena

Ss. Peter and Paul Catholic School in Collinsville, IL seeking
4th Grade Teacher
Ss. Peter and Paul Catholic School in Collinsville, IL is seeking a
4thTeacher beginning in the 2018-19 school year. Teaching
certificate required. Salary commensurate with experience. The
ideal candidate should be a practicing Catholic and willing to work
as a collaborative team member in a faith-filled environment with
parish and school staff, volunteers and parents. Interested
candidates should send a cover letter and resume to
chill@saintspeter-paul.org. Deadline is July 27.

Women’s Day: The Splendor of You
The annual Women’s Day sponsored by the ladies of Ss. Peter and Paul Church in
Collinsville, IL will be held Saturday, August 25 in the parish Fellowship Hall at 207
Vandalia St. from 9am-1:30pm. Doors open at 8 am. This year’s theme is “The
Splendor of You” and will feature nationally acclaimed motivational speaker Deby
Sansone Schlapprizzi who will help you unveil your God-given splendor and lead
you on a journey of transformation. Deby draws from her profound faith and deep
spirituality, as well as many years ministering to women. She gently urges you to
shift your perspective and draw closer to Our Lord in order to recognize and
embrace your magnificence -- so that, at last, you can delight in the freedom and
fullness of who you were created to be from the very beginning. Deby is also a
television contributor, radio host and life activist. She has been blessed with many
prestigious awards and has received recognition from renowned publications
including, The Wall Street Journal. Cost is $20 per participant (with or without lunch).
Lunches must be pre-registered by August 15. Attendees must be 14 or older.
Register by sending your name, address and email to Ss. Peter and Paul Church
Women’s Day, 207 Vandalia St., Collinsville, IL 62234. Make check payable to
Ss. Peter and Paul Church. You can also register online at saintspeter-paul.org/
womensday and pay at the door. For more information, call 618-345-4343.

The Alton Deanery Council of Catholic Women will hold the August Meeting on Tuesday, August 7, 2018 at St. Mary and St. Mark
parish, located at 1621 10th St., Madison, IL 62060. Mass will be celebrated by Father Holtman at 8 a.m. A light breakfast and the
meeting that will be held in Englebert Hall following the Mass. Arrangements for a speaker have not been finalized. Election of new
officers for the coming year will be held. All women of the Alton Deanery parishes are invited and welcome. Come join the council
and share your morning with faith, food and fellowship.

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP - RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS
I recently got into an Uber car for a ride to the airport. I like talking with drivers if I sense they are open to it. On this particular day, the
driver was very talkative and told me about how he was an inventor. He had several patents and was about to sell one of his inventions for a
ton of money. We had a wonderful conversation, and he was such a warm and interesting person. I asked him why, with his good fortune
with inventions and all the work he was doing aside from Uber, he was still driving. He smiled and said, "There are still some people I
haven't met yet. I never know who is going to get into my car next."
What an amazing answer! Too often we live our lives in semi-solitude, walking around with blinders on so we don't make eye contact. We
have our family and friends, but we don't get up each day wondering with excitement who we will meet that day.
God puts people into our path all the time. Maybe we need them or they need us. But we do not walk through this world alone. If we
choose to not be mindful of who is in our midst, we miss the chance to receive whatever gifts they may have to give. In the same vein, they
miss out on what we have to share with them if we stay closed and quiet. Pay attention to those around you. God may come to you in the
words of a friend, the request of a homeless man, or in the wisdom of an Uber driver. Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS
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Candles
$ 76.00

The one who has hope lives differently; the one who
hopes has been granted the gift of a new life.
-Pope Benedict XVI

STG Parish Support
July 8 Regular Collection
29 envelopes $ 864.00
Loose
$ 139.00
Total
$1,003.00

Maintenance Fund $25.00

Stewardship is God’s invitation to a way of life. It
helps us to overcome our self-focus and love of things.
Thanks for sharing what God has given you
with our Parishes.

Please remember in your prayers
Members of our parish families who are recovering
in the hospital & at home, for their strength and
patience each day, and for all those who ask for
our prayers for health or other issues.
Mary Jo Bielong, Ana Cantrell, Margaret Daiber,
Don Dapkus, Teresa Dickman, Jean Fields,
Gabriel Frey, Karen Grabowski, Betty Haberer,
Cory Humphrey, Gene Jolliff, Val King,
Randy Korte, David Kuehn, Clara Liening,
Frances Luitjohan, Alex McCall, Teri Munie,
Cody Neal, Barb Rakers, Marcia Rowe,
Verneda Rowe, Keita Salantai, Abby Schrage,
Randy Schrage, Ted Schrage, Linda Schwierjohn,
Marie Weis, Neal Weiss, Pam Winet, Todd Zucca.

WHY DO WE DO THAT? - CATHOLIC
TRADITIONS EXPLAINED
Question: I have seen the title of Vicar General
and Chancellor used in our Catholic newspaper.
Who are they and what do they do?
Answer: A bishop is in charge of a diocese and
appoints people to help with its administration.
Two of those positions are the vicar general and
the chancellor. Both play a role in the life of a
diocese, despite the many jokes priests may tell at
their expense! A chancellor is the archivist of a
diocese, charged with task of keeping the records
of the diocese. Often a bishop may add other
responsibilities, and the chancellor may end up
being like the executive director of the diocesan
office. The chancellor does not need to be a priest.
The vicar general is a priest, appointed by the
bishop and acts in the name of the bishop in
administering the diocese. He has an advanced
degree in canon law or theology. He also has
executive authority within the diocese. This means
that he is involved in the day-to-day pastoral and
temporal administration of the diocese. Canon law
does not allow a bishop to appoint a relative to the
position, nor the priest in charge of the Sacrament
of Penance. In both cases, the purpose of the law
is to avoid conflicts of interest.

For Our parishioners in nursing homes:
Liturgical Ministers for July 21 & 22, 2018
Sat. July 21 @ 4:30pm @ St. Nicholas
Reader: Mary Jo Bielong
Servers: Grant Knebel & Ben Hutchinson
Offertory: Sue Luber & Helen Kuehn
Euch. Min.: Jane Dapkus & Pat Kalous
Ushers: Denny Gobble & Tom Kalous
Greeters: Pat Kalous & Kathy Frey

For those currently serving in the
military: Adam Canfield, Tim Doll, Quinn Frey,

Sun., July 22 @ 8:00am @ St. Gertrude
Reader: Barbie Weis
Servers: Chloe Neumann & Nathanial Straube
Offertory: Kenneth & Janice Korsmeyer Family
Euch. Min.: Judi Rode & Carly Ann Maurer
Ushers/Greeters: Jerry Vosholler & Kevin Schwarz
Sacristan: Jerry Vosholler
Sun., July 22 @ 9:30am @ Immaculate Conception
Reader: Cindy Knebel
Servers: Joey VonBokel & Nicholas James
Offertory: Bill & Mary Jo Luitjohan Family
Euch. Min.: Jim & Terry Potthast & Denise Richter
Ushers: Jim Vosholler, Wayne Weis, Bob Wessel &
Lowell Wellen
Rosary Leader: Jim & Terry Potthast

New Mass Time: Starting Sunday, August 5th IC’s mass
will be celebrated at 10AM.
Mon. (July 16) 8:00am (IC)
Tues. (July 17) 8:00am (St.G)
Wed. (July 18) 8:00am (IC)
Thur. (July 19) 8:00am (St.N)
Fri. (July 20) 8:00am (IC)
Sat. (July 21) 4:30pm (St.N)
Sun. (July 22) 8:00am (St.G)
Sun

(July 22) 9:30am (IC)
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Doris Buske, Dolores Weis & special people in our
families.
Tom Frey, 1st Lt. Adam Kalous, Chad Knebel,
Michael Knebel, Dustin Korte, Connor Kutz,
Solon McGill, Jimmy O’Boyle,
Sgt. Joseph Patterson, Rickie Quinones,
Joseph Schatte, John H. Schuster, Greg Spina,
T.J. Waddington, Sgt. Tyler Wegman, Jessie Weiss,
Sgt. Zach Weiss.
If you would like to have someone added to the
prayer list please call the parish office.

Sunday Scriptures
July 22, 2018
**16th Sunday in Ordinary Time**
1st Reading: Jer 23:1-6
2nd Reading: Eph 2:13-18
Gospel: Mk 6:30-34
Daily Readings: July 16 Is 1:10-17; Mt 10:34—11:1
July 17 Is 7:1-9; Mt 11:20-24
July 18 Is 10:5-7, 13b-16; Mt 11:25-27
July 19 Is 26:7-9, 12, 16-19; Mt 11:28-30
July 20 Is 38:1-6, 21-22, 7-8; Mt 12:1-8

† Mass Intentions †

No Mass
† Udell & Cecelia Harris
† Melvin & Marian Utechtt — Int. of Lowell & Denise Wellen
Mass for the People of IC, STG & STN
Steve Walker — Int. of Engie Walker & Family
† George Luber — Int. of Sue Luber
† Perry Knackstedt & Monica Huelsmann — Int. of Brenda
Knackstedt & Family
† Betty Wilke — Int. of Eleanor Munie
July 14 & 15, 2018

It has been 10 years since IC and STN
have had a new pictorial directory
and about 5 years since STG has had
one. Fr. Paul would like to start
having a new pictorial directory
assembled but we cannot commit
until all 3 parishes are in agreement.
At this time the Lifetouch company
has October of this year open if we
can act soon enough we could
possibly have the pics by Christmas.
We would need 3 or 4 volunteers
from each parish to form a committee
for the pictorial directory. This
committee would be responsible for
signing parishioners up for their time
slots for picture taking and helping
with the layout of the directory.
Please let the parish office know if
you are interested in helping out with
this project.
15th Sunday in Ordinary Time

DID YOU KNOW……
OUR PARISHES WILL SOON
OFFER THE SACRAMENT OF
CONFIRMATION PRIOR TO
FIRST HOLY COMMUNION??
Indeed, all parishes within
the Diocese of Springfield in
Illinois are restoring the
Original Order of the
Sacraments of Initiation
between 2019 and 2025.
In the early Church, the
person was immersed into
the waters of Baptism,
anointed with chrism, and
shared in the Eucharistic
meal as part of a single
event. Over time, and for
many reasons, the
celebration of these three
sacraments became
separated from one another.
In the renewal stemming
from the Second Vatican
Council, the Church was
asked to set forth more
clearly the intimate
connection of Confirmation
with the whole of Christian
initiation. This original order
also helps us recognize that
sharing in the Eucharist
completes our initiation into
the Church and that it is
Eucharist which is the “source
and summit of our faith.”
Go to https://www.dio.org for
more information on this
important change.

True love is completely open and free of
self. It has only to give, even if the price is
pain. How does one express the desire to
give? I think that one gives completely
when he can totally accept all that another
person is, by basking in the incredible
uniqueness of God's love expressed in His
creation of another human being. We just
have to accept Him and be grateful for the
love He plants deep within our hearts.
Accept it, live on its fruits, and share it.
—MOTHER DOLORES HART
from The Ear of the Heart

Anyone willing to volunteer to visit the sick,
homebound and those in nursing homes
please call the parish office so a list of names
can be put together. Fr. Paul is putting
together materials to assist those interested.
IC Church is looking for bids to reseal and
restripe the parking lot. Please let the office
know if you are interested.
St. Lawrence Church’s 150th Celebration
August 12th the big celebration will take place. We
invite everyone to come celebrate with St. Lawrence
Church. We start the festivities with an outdoor “Mass
on the Grass”. We will have games for children and
food vendors. The Knights of Columbus will have
Bingo. In addition, we have several musical
entertainers lined up with Daniel Obberreuter and his
band The Thirsting as the main event. Please be
watching for more info and you can follow us on Facebook at “St. Lawrence 150th Celebration”. We hope to
see you at the festivities to celebrate 150 years of
providing Catholic services to the Greenville area.

The next St. Gertrude
Pastoral/Finance Council
meeting will be held on
Tuesday, July 17th at 7:00PM

Church Picnic/Chicken Dinner at
St. Elizabeth Church, Marine IL
Sunday, July 29th
This event features a tasty chicken
dinner including homemade
dressing & desserts. Ticket sales
are from 10:30AM to 5:30PM.
Dinner serving starts at 11AM.
Adults are $10.00, Children (ages 6
to 10) $5.00 & Children 5 and
under eat FREE. Carry-outs are
available for $10. This Picnic will
also feature a Country Store,
Basket Stand, Refreshments,
Raffle, Attendance Prizes and Bingo
(played from 12:30 to 7:30pm).
Come Rain or Shine—Everyone is
cordially invited!!
July 14 & 15, 2018

