Fourth Sunday of Advent

Liturgical Ministers for December 29 & 30, 2018

Sat. Dec. 29 @ 4:30pm @ St. Nicholas
Here we are, mere days from Christmas, and we hear a Gospel
Reader: Mary Jo Bielong
anticipating the birth of another child. Mary has received word that her
Servers: Grant Knebel & Allie Knebel
cousin Elizabeth is with child. Pregnant as she is, Mary "set out and
Offertory: Barb & Larry Weiss
traveled to the hill country in haste." She has recently received the
Euch. Min.: Jane Dapkus & Pat Kalous
greatest news of her life - that she is to be mother to the Messiah by the
Ushers: Gary Plog & Tom Kalous
power of the Holy Spirit - but her concern is for her cousin in need.
Greeters: Joan Gobble & Kathy Frey
Through God's grace, Elizabeth turns it into an opportunity to honor the
Sun., Dec. 30 @ 8:00am @ St. Gertrude
coming Christ. "Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of
Reader: Rene Barr
your womb." Yet Mary's example of selflessness should inspire us.
Servers: Carlie Mettler & Laila Barr
As Christmas draws near, there is plenty of goodness to anticipate for
Offertory: Terry & Sue Dickman Family
many of us. We'll reunite with family and friends, uphold time-honored
Euch. Min.: Jerry Vosholler & Mary Ann Frueh
traditions, swap stories old and new, exchange gifts, and welcome Jesus
Ushers/Greeters: Bryan Rutz & Dean Sauls
Sacristan: Dean Sauls
at the Christmas liturgy. These are wonderful things! Of course, they
Sun, Dec. 30 @10:00am @ Immaculate Conception
probably all come with their own to-do list. Shop for last-minute gifts, pick
Reader: Ed Gagen
up recipe ingredients, ready the guest room, or pack your own bags. Mary
Servers: Joey VonBokel, Nicholas James & Grant Prange
probably had things to do as well. She had a lot to consider, for one thing.
Offertory: Bob & Carol Meffert
How do you plan to tell your parents you're pregnant, but no man was
Euch. Min.: Rick & Ruth Zurliene & Sharon Frey
involved? When Joseph finds out, who will care for the practical needs of
Ushers: Jeff Potthast, Jim Potthast, Bob Rapp &
you and your child? Into what may have been a chaos of questions,
Lenny Ratermann
Mary receives news that someone is in need. She goes immediately.
Rosary Leader: Millie Frey
In these final days before Christmas, stay watchful and awake! You never
Liturgy of the Word for Children: Kay Williamson
know when God might invite you to welcome, hospitality, and
compassion. It might be tempting to reject the opportunity for your own
Please remember in your prayers
needs. Follow the example of Mary! If God is providing you an
Members of our parish families who are recovering in the
opportunity to love, He will provide the means to accomplish all your
hospital & at home, for their strength and patience each day,
other tasks. This Christmas season, may you too hear, "Blessed are you
and for all those who ask for our prayers for health or other
who believed that what was spoken to you by the Lord
issues. Mary Jo Bielong, Ana Cantrell, Margaret Daiber,
Don Dapkus, Teresa Dickman, Jean Fields, Gabriel Frey,
would be fulfilled."

Sunday Scriptures
December 30, 2018
**The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph**
1st Reading: 1 Sm 1:20-22, 24-28
2nd Reading: 1 Jn 3:1-2, 21-24
Gospel: Lk 2:41-52
Daily Readings: Dec. 24 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12,14a,16; Lk
1:67-79; Dec. 25 Is 52:7-10;Heb 1:1-6; Jn 1:1-18
Dec. 26 Acts 6: 8-10;7:54-59; Mt 10:17-22
Dec. 27 1 Jn 1:1-4; Jn20:1a, 2-8
Dec. 28 1 Jn 1:5—2:2; Mt 2:13-18

Karen Grabowski, Betty Haberer, P.J. Hereford,
Cory Humphrey, Coreen Hutchinson, Gene Jolliff, Val King,
William Klostermann, Barrett Korte, Henry Korte, Randy Korte,
David Kuehn, Clara Liening, Taylor Marti, Alex McCall,
Cody Neal, Barb Rakers, Marcia Rowe, Verneda Rowe,
Keita Salantai, Abby Schrage, Ted Schrage, Mitch Schuster,
Linda Schwierjohn, Phil Spies, Marie Weis, Neal Weiss,
Pam Winet, Margie Zurliene, Todd Zucca.

We will be decorating the Churches for Christmas this weekend after each Sat/Sun. mass. Everyone's help would be
greatly appreciated.

For Our parishioners in nursing homes:
Doris Buske, Dolores Weis & special people in our families.

For those currently serving in the military:
Adam Canfield, Tim Doll, Quinn Frey, Tom Frey,
1st Lt. Adam Kalous, Chad Knebel, Michael Knebel,
Dustin Korte, Connor Kutz, Solon McGill, Jimmy O’Boyle,
Sgt. Joseph Patterson, Rickie Quinones, Joseph Schatte,
John H. Schuster, Greg Spina, T.J. Waddington,
Sgt. Tyler Wegman, Sgt. Zach Weiss.

If you would like to have someone added to the prayer list
please call the parish office.

No PSR —Dec. 26th or Jan. 2nd—Classes will
resume on Wed., January 9, 2019

Many thanks to all for the gifts, cards and warm
wishes given to us for Christmas!!
All are very much appreciated!! Wishing all of
you a very blessed and Merry Christmas!!
Fr. Paul and Sonya
STN Collection

For 12/15/18

Envelopes/Loose

$702.00

Fourth Sunday of Advent

STG Collection

For 12/16/18

Maintenance Fund

$125.00

Christmas Flowers

$80.00

STG Collection

For 12/16/18

Envelopes/Loose

$1,265.00

IC Offering

$25.00

Solemnity of Mary

$25.00

Christmas

$25.00

Children’s Home

$25.00

Sister Parish
Retired Religious

IC Collection

For the past few weeks, our PAPAYA Youth Group
has been collecting money for Christmas families
in need. We have never been more pleased with
the generosity of our parishioners and visitors!
The total amount collected was $1,691- this was
our best year ever! As a result of your generosity,
there are several families that will have a better
Christmas this year! We are also pleased with the
parents and youth members that helped with the
collections after weekend Masses, and those who
helped with the Christmas shopping for our
families, and those who wrapped the presents
too. It’s an extremely busy time of the year and
so additions to our schedules can be stressful,
although the youth members and parents took
the time needed to make this a success and for
that, we are grateful. Thanks so much to all the
parishes for your generous donations, your
continual support is always greatly appreciated!

$2,625.00

Christmas

$100.00

Retired Religious

$14.00

Candles

$10.00

$26.00

Building Fund

$3.00

$$25.00

Christmas Flowers $30.00
December 22 & 23, 2018

We consider Christmas as the encounter, the great encounter,
the historical encounter, the decisive encounter, between God
and mankind. He who has faith knows this truly, let him
rejoice. —Pope Paul VI
Christmas Mass Schedule
Dec. 24th Christmas Eve: 4:30PM at IC
7:00PM at St. Gertrude &
Midnight at St. Nicholas
Dec. 25th Christmas Day 10AM at IC

Liturgical Ministers for December 24 & 25, 2018
Dec. 24 @ 4:30pm @ IC

Reader: Denise Trickey
Servers: Dennis Trickey, Mason Frank & Deklyn Potthast
Offertory: Jeff & Kristin Potthast Family
Euch. Min.: Jim & Terry Potthast & Evelyn Knebel
Ushers: Jeff Potthast, Jim Potthast, Bill Trickey &
Christmas Gift—Matthew Kelly’s book, “The Biggest Lie in the History of
Steve Knebel
Dec. 24 @ 7:00pm @ St. Gertrude

Reader: Carole Sauls
Servers: Brady Knackstedt & Nathanial Straube
Offertory: Skip & Joan Dickshot Family
Euch. Min.: Karen Straube & Shirley Schwarz
Ushers/Greeters: Randy & Dianne Leitschuh
Sacristan: Jerry Vosholler

Christianity” has been provided as a Christmas gift for parishioners.
Our culture is constantly feeding us lies and false promises. But the biggest lie
isn’t a lie the world tells us. It’s a lie we tell ourselves. This book exposes the
lie, gives you the practical tools to cut through the confusion around you, and
reveals the one truth that is the key to experiencing more happiness than you
ever thought possible.
The books are available at all church entrances.
Merry Christmas from IC, STG & STN Parishes!!

Dec. 24 @Midnight @ St. Nicholas

Reader: Jane Dapkus
Servers: Pat Kalous
Offertory: Sonya Curry Family
Euch. Min.: Annette Bleisch & Kathy Frey
Ushers: Denny Gobble & Larry Weiss
Greeters: Joan Gobble & Kathy Frey
Dec. 25 @ 10:00AM @ IC

Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God Mass Schedule

Reader: Carol Meffert
Servers: Dennis Trickey & Nicholas James
Offertory: Lenny & Mary Ratermann
Euch. Min.: Denise Richter, Sharon Frey & Denise Wellen
Ushers: Bob Rapp, Harold Meskil, Lowell Wellen &
Lenny Ratermann

Tuesday, January 1, 2019
8:00 AM at St. Gertrude
5:00 PM at St. Nicholas
7:00 PM at Immaculate Conception
This is a Holy Day of Obligation

LIVE THE LITURGY - INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK
Life is often unfair. Sadly, life's inequity usually occurs at our hands. The world's systems - economic, political, and environmental - do not always serve the
best interests of the people. We create situations that tip the scales by profiting a few and reducing the quality of life for many. We look at all of the
injustices in our world, people being hurt and exploited, and wonder why God has abandoned us or why He won't fix what is happening. God did fix it. He
sent his Son into the world as our just ruler and the one who will bring peace. The problem is we still turn away and think that we can do better. The Son of
Justice has come into the world. We can work for change and be the voice of justice. We can dream and do things differently.
Blessed are you who believe that what was spoken to you by the Lord would be fulfilled.

For 12/16/18

Envelopes/Loose

“Lift up the eyes of your heart to the sacred light, watch
closely to see the glory and majesty of the Lord.” —
St. Elizabeth of Schonau

Mon.
Mon.
Mon.
Tues.

(Dec.24) 4:30pm (IC)
(Dec.24) 7:00pm (St.G)
(Dec.24) 12:00am(St.N)
(Dec.25) 10:00am (IC)

Wed.
Thur.
Fri.
Sat.
Sun.
Sun.

(Dec.26) 8:00am (IC)
(Dec.27) 8:00am (St.N)
(Dec.28) 8:00am (IC)
(Dec.29) 4:30pm (St.N)
(Dec.30) 8:00am (St.G)
(Dec.30) 10:00am (IC)

Fourth Sunday of Advent

† Mass Intentions †

† Orville & Ron Liening — Int. of the Family
† Roland Keller — Int. of Mary Rutz
† Former Priests & Sisters who have served
† Deceased members of Elmer & Anna Oestringer &
Henry & Joetta Korte Families — Int. of Jeannie & Charlie Korte
No Mass
† Joseph Klein — Int. of Larry Klein
For the People of IC, STG & STN Churches
† Anton S. Korte —Int. of Roman Korte
† Bonnie Rutz —Int. of Donna & Bob Rapp
† Ken Wagner — Int. of Delmar & Loretta Knebel

December 22 & 23, 2018

fourth Sunday of advent December 22 & 23, 2018

DIVINE
MERCY
IOR
ING
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We want to tell you more about Divine Mercy Senior Living Community through our Who,
What, Where, When, Why, and How series. This week, we will focus on “What is Divine
Mercy Senior Living Community?”
Divine Mercy Senior Living Community is…
A continuing care senior living community. Living options will include: independent living
cottage homes, independent living apartments, assisted living apartments, and memory
care apartments.
Centered in faith. A Catholic chapel will be located in the center of the community.
There will be daily activities for residents to grow in their faith, such as prayer groups,
daily Mass, faith formation, and service opportunities.
The first Catholic senior living community of this kind in the diocese. We are thrilled
that this new community will be built less than a 25-minute drive away from Immaculate
Conception, St. Nicholas, and St. Gertrude Parishes!
A future home for local seniors. The community will welcome people of all faiths. We
expect many residents of Divine Mercy will be members of local parishes. We will also
welcome retired clergy and religious sisters as residents to this community!

The St. Serra Vocations Club of Madison County along with
Marquette Catholic High School and several local parishes have
banded together to bring a dramatic play on the life of the Servant
of God Augustus Tolton to our local area. We will be educating our
local people on Fr. Tolton through bulletin posts leading up to three
public performances during Catholic School's Week at
Marquette Catholic H.S.
Story of Fr. Tolton - make sure to read about the
Alton links!
After Augustus' unfortunate experience at his first school, Mrs. Tolton
and her children joined St. Peter's Church. The pastor was a strongwilled, determined Irishman, Peter McGirr. Years later, Augustus
spoke fondly of his time in St. Peter School saying, "As long as I was in
that school I was safe. Everyone was kind to me. I learned the
alphabet, spelling, reading and arithmetic." During his first month of
school, Gus memorized the Latin Mass prayers, which he needed to
know to serve Mass. Gus was such a devout young man, serving Mass
daily before going to work, that at some point, Father McGirr and Gus
discussed the possibility of a vocation to the priesthood.
Augustus’ formal education up to this point was very limited: a month
at St. Boniface School, two months at the Colored School, and three
months each winter for three or four years at St. Peter School. As
soon as the tobacco factory opened for the season, Gus would leave
school to go back to work. Father McGirr wrote Bishop Baltes (2nd
bishop of Alton, buried at Ss. Peter & Paul in Alton) about the
devout and talented young man. The bishop advised Father to "find a
seminary which will accept a Negro candidate… the diocese will
assume the expenses."
But no seminary or religious order in the United States would accept
Augustus, so the priests in Quincy decided to start his higher
education there in town. Quincy was blessed with well-educated
priests. Father Ostrop, the pastor of St. Boniface (formerly the first
pastor of St. Mary's in Alton), outlined a study plan and reading
material and the tutoring began. The year was 1873.

Please save the date for a live performance highlighting the life
of this amazing man. January 29 & 30 at Marquette
Catholic High School.

SENLIV-

HSHS St. Joseph’s Hospital Breese invites the community
to come view dozens of unique nativity sets from noon to
2 p.m. on Sunday, January 6 in the hospital’s Heritage
Room. I nformation on the Franciscan heritage of the
Hospital Sisters of St. Francis, founders of the Hospital Sisters
Health System (HSHS), will also be on display at this Franciscan
Sunday event hosted by the hospital’s Living the Mission Team.
For more information, please contact Sue Darr, HSHS
St. Joseph’s Hospital’s Co-Mission Director, at
(618) 526-5451.

"The Word became flesh and
dwelt among us."
–- John 1:14

MUNITY

Saint Nicholas - Pocahontas

Immaculate Conception—Pierron

Saint Gertrude—Grantfork
+Bishop
Thomas John Paprocki
Diocese of springfield
in illinois

†
Rev. Paul J. Bonk
Pastor
Sonya Curry
secretary
Mailing Address:
PO Box 410
Pierron, IL 62273
E-mail Address:
ICSTN2011@gmail.com
www.icstnstg.org
Office: 618-669-2391
Rectory 618-654-2789
Office Address:
401 E State Street,
Pocahontas
Office Hours:
Mon.—Thurs. 9am to 4pm
Fridays 9am to 1pm

Mass Times

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP - RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS
When Elizabeth was visited by Mary, her joy was overwhelming. Elizabeth
recognized that Mary was carrying inside her the Messiah. She was honored to
receive Mary, not just because of who Mary was herself, but also because of
the One she had inside her.
We meet people every day in our lives. Some we know well, some are
acquaintances, and others we may have never seen before. Yet all of them are
made in the image of God and carry within them the person of Jesus. If we
considered this more frequently, would we act more graciously toward each
other? Mary gave birth to the Son of God so that we might be able to be
adopted sons and daughters of God. If we thought of this more often, would
we be so quick to dismiss someone or ignore him or her?
This time of year is filled with gatherings and parties for many of us. We also
find ourselves rushing about getting ready for Christmas. There are so many
people who cross our paths. Will we allow the Jesus in us to greet with joy the
Jesus in them? Will we pause to offer a greeting or kind word? Instead of
looking at them with human eyes, will we try to see them through the eyes of
faith like Elizabeth. If not, what is all of this celebration and preparation
about anyway?

Immaculate Conception
Wed. & Fri.—8:00am
Sunday—10:00 am
Saint Nicholas
Thursday— 8:00am
Saturday—4:30pm
Saint Gertrude
Tuesday— 8:00 am
Sunday — 8:00am

Sacrament of
Reconciliation
IC—Wed. 7:15—7:45am
STN— Sat. 3:45—4:15pm
STG— Sun. 7:15— 7:45am

