From the Pastor’s Desk: Today’s Gospel: Matthew 16:21-27
What a difference between Peter in the Gospel last Sunday (Matt 16:13-20) when he proclaimed that Jesus was the Messiah and
Peter in the Gospel today (Matt 16:21-27) when he takes Jesus aside to try to dissuade him from facing his passion in Jerusalem.

What has changed? When peter proclaimed Jesus to be the Messiah he was acting under divine inspiration; Jesus told him it was
his heavenly Father who had revealed it to him (Matt 16:16-17). When Peter takes Jesus aside to try to dissuade him from his
Passion he was not under divine inspiration but acting out of his impulse and his own thinking, believing he knew better than
Jesus. That may sometimes be our failing also; sometimes we too think we know better than God. We cannot understand why
we have a cross. Sometimes we may be like Peter. Think of those who profess faith in Jesus but like Peter do not want Jesus to
intrude on their lifestyles. They want an à la carte Jesus. They want Jesus on their terms.
Peter wanted Jesus but did not want the cross. We also do not want a cross. Peter was deluded and we can be deluded into
thinking that mortal sin is not mortal, or even deluded into thinking that mortal sin is not even sin at all. We must not delude
ourselves into thinking that we can have Jesus and at the same time do whatever we want. Jesus’ response would surely be
“You are thinking not as God does, but as human beings do (Matt 16:23)”.
.
Slowly emerging from the Pandemic... We continue following the guidelines given us by the Diocese in conjunction with State
officials, our goal is to provide a safe environment to worship. To be clear, Bishop Paprocki's dispensation from the obligation to
attend Holy Mass on Sundays and Holy Days of Obligation remains in effect. Those who are able to attend weekday Mass will leave
space for those who are only able to come on a weekend.
All Masses have resumed at normal times, at 25% capacity. Everyone is asked to wear a mask when unable to keep 6ft. distance
from others. Everyone is asked to wear a mask when entering and leaving church. Face coverings should not be placed on children
under 2 years old, or anyone who has trouble breathing, or anyone who is unable to remove the mask on their own.
During Mass, while keeping the recommended distance, masks may be lowered but at the ready when needed. Family units are not
required to social distance among themselves, only with others, not in their family unit. Every other pew is available keeping
the recommended distance. Please follow the directions of the ushers who have been instructed through the diocesan webinar.
All prayers will be recited, singing is discouraged; to reduce the spread of the virus. The church will be disinfected after every service.

Sunday Scriptures
September 6, 2020

**23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time**
1st Reading: Ez 33: 7-9
2nd Reading: Rom 13: 8-10
Gospel: Mt 18: 15-20
Daily Readings:

Aug. 31: 1 Cor 2: 1-5; Lk 4: 16-30
Sept 1: 1 Cor 2: 10b-16; Lk 4: 31-37

Sept. 2: 1 Cor 3: 1-9; Lk 4: 38-44
Sept. 3: 1 Cor 3: 18-23; Lk 5: 1-11
Sept. 4: 1 Cor 4: 1-5; Lk 5: 33-39
Sept. 5: 1 Cor 4: 6b-15; Lk 6: 1-5

Please remember in your prayers
Members of our parish families who are recovering in the hospital
& at home, for their strength and patience each day, and for all
those who ask for our prayers for health or other issues.
Mike Bast, Mary Jo Bielong, Ana Cantrell, Margaret Daiber,
Don Dapkus, Teresa Dickman, Jean Fields, Lawrence & Pat Frank,
Gabriel Frey, Jerry Fyke, Dean Geiler, Karen Grabowski,
P.J. Hereford, Cory Humphrey, Gene Jolliff, Val King,
Barrett Korte, Henry Korte, Randy Korte, David Kuehn,
Helen Kuehn, Brett Leathers, Sue Luber, Taylor Marti,
Alex McCall, Danny Micheletto, Cody Neal, Robert Oliver,
Gary Plog, Marcia Rowe, Abby Schrage, Mitch Schuster,
Phil Spies, Marie Weis, Barbara Weiss, Jason Weiss, Neal Weiss,
Margie Zurliene, Todd Zucca.

For Our parishioners in nursing homes:
Doris Buske, Betty Haberer, Dolores Weis, Helen Wuebbles &
special people in our families.

For those currently serving in the military:
Immaculate Conception & St. Nicholas PSR will begin on
Wednesday, Sept. 9th at 6:30pm with guidelines from the
Diocese. Registration forms have been sent out, along with the
rules and regulations to keep your children safe. Any new
students or 1st graders, or any questions or concerns, please
contact Mary Jo Luitjohan at 6318-210-1112.

Mon.
Tues.
Wed.
Thur.
Fri.
Sat.

(Aug.31)
(Sept.1)
(Sept.2)
(Sept.3)
(Sept.4)
(Sept.5)

Adam Canfield, Tim Doll, Quinn Frey, Tom Frey,
Capt. Adam Kalous, Chad Knebel, Michael Knebel, Dustin Korte,
Connor Kutz, Solon McGill, Jimmy O’Boyle,
Sgt. Joseph Patterson, Rickie Schuster, Joseph Schatte,
Greg Spina, T.J. Waddington, Sgt. Tyler Wegman,
Sgt. Zach Weiss.

If you would like to have someone added or removed from the
prayer list please call the parish office.

† Mass Intentions †
8:00am
8:00am
8:00am
8:00am
4:30pm

(St.G)
(IC)
(St.N)
(IC)
(St.N)

Sun. (Sept.6) 8:00am (St.G)
Sun. (Sept.6) 10:00am (IC)
22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time

No Mass
† Audrey Frank — Int. of Donna & Anastasia Stoff
† Verneda Rowe — Int. of Bill, Denise & Dennis Trickey
† All Souls
† Bernice Wellen — Int. of Lenny & Mary Ratermann
† Ken Wagner — Int. of Bill & Bev Klostermann
For the People of St. Nicholas, St. Gertrude & Immaculate Conception
† Dorothy Landolt — Int. of Roger Reilson
† Tony Vosholler — Int. of Wayne & Lois Moore Family
† Living & Deceased of the Wirz Family — Int. of Mary Ann & Norman Wirz
August 29 & 30, 2020

22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
Secular problems require savvy secular
solutions. We are trained to solve
problems, be successful and productive,
and find our way through all that life
presents to us. Corporations value those
who can decipher the best avenue to take
in order to resolve an issue. How do you
train and renew your mind? Facts, figures,
scientific tools, analytical processes, best
practices, and models of varying kinds at
our disposal. If we don’t know the full and
proper course of action, we can easily find
it. But there is a knowledge that goes far
beyond all these things that makes a direct
claim on the essence of our being. It
satisfies a deeper thirst and hunger that
keeps us restless until it is satisfied. Our
minds, hearts, and souls cannot only be
nurtured purely by secular and temporal
things. We must seek the enlightenment
that comes from God. This allows us to see
the value of suffering in order to achieve a
greater good and the losing of our very
self in the service of something greater.
Faith only makes sense if it can bring us to
this heightened awareness.

“Move It, Move It” for Life!”
Move to support life, Be Creative!
Due to the pandemic we cannot meet on the
square to hold our regular Run/Walk event so
we are asking you to choose ANY activity to
help raise funds to support Relevant
Pregnancy Options Center. You can run, walk,
ride a bike, jump rope, and even swim.
When: On or before September 26
Where: Anywhere in your community
Registration Cost: (includes t-shirt) 18 & older
$15; 17 & younger $10
T-shirt pick up and turn in any collected funds:
Sept. 26 from 8am to 10AM at the center.
Prizes: 1st place: $300 gift card; 2nd place: $75
gift card; 3rd place: $50 Gift card.
You will be guaranteed a t-shirt if you register
by Sept. 15th. To register and/or donate go to:
supportrelevant.org

The St. Nicholas Rummage Sale
scheduled for this September will NOT be
held this fall due to Covid-19 concerns.
Hopefully, we will be able to re-schedule the
sale for next year.

Tribunal Advocacy Training
Training for those interested in
representing the Tribunal in preparing
marriage nullity cases as Advocates will
be held on October 1 and 3 (First session pick either Thursday OR Saturday).
And the second session on October 22
& 24 (pick either Thursday OR
Saturday). At Christ the King Parish,
1920 Barberry Dr., Springfield from
10AM to 2:30PM. Both sessions are
Thursday & Saturday. Training is free
but pre-registration is necessary. Contact 217-321-1119 to register prior to
September 28th.

STN Collection

For 8/22/20

Envelopes/Loose

$495.00

Assumption of Mary

$10.00

Capital Improvements

$200.00

STG Collection

For 8/23/20

Envelopes/Loose

$730.00

Assumption of Mary

$30.00

Sister Parish

$6.00

Maintenance Fund

$10.00

Share the
Harvest—We
have a table
set up in the
hallway at
Immaculate
Conception
Church.
Please bring
fruit & vegetables from your
gardens that you would like to
share with the church
community.
IC Collection

For 8/23/20

Envelopes/Loose

$1,685.00

Sister Parish

$20.00

Budget Goal

$883.00

Budget Goal

$1,180.00

Budget Goal

$1,933.00

Weekly Surplus/Deficit

$-378.00

Weekly Surplus/Deficit

$-420.00

Weekly Surplus/Deficit

$-248.00

Support Needed (budget)

$7,064.00

Support Needed (budget)

$9,440.00

Support Needed (budget)

$15,464.00

Support Actual

$5,590.00

Support Actual

$8,255.00

Support Actual

$15,955.66

Surplus/Deficit YTD

$-1,474.00

Surplus/Deficit YTD

$-1,185.00

Surplus/Deficit YTD

$491.66

22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time

August 29 & 30, 2020

Overcoming Obstacles. Jeremiah
complains that because of the compelling
presence of God within, he cannot not
speak God’s message. Paul urges us not
to conform ourselves to this age. And
Peter, trying to protect Jesus, blurts out
“God forbid” and becomes an obstacle to
Jesus’ mission. Baptized followers of
Jesus must deny, take up the cross,
and follow.

Retreats at King’s House
Are you over-due for a relaxing time of
peace, quiet, great food, and spiritual
nourishment? Take some time away & join
your friends for a retreat at King’s House
Belleville, just 15 minutes from St. Louis.
This year’s theme is “Greatest Love of All”.
Contact the parish office or King’s House
at 618-397-0584 or visit the website,
KingsRetreatCenter. org for more
information or to register.
Dates for Women’s Retreats:
Sept. 18-20; Sept. 22-24; Sept. 25-27;
Oct. 9-11; Oct. 16-18;
Nov. 13-15, 2020
Date for Men’s Retreat: Nov. 6-8

•

In denying self, how will I attend to
another’s need this week?

•

What is the cross I bear for the sake of
the Kingdom of Heaven?

•

How will I follow, not the greed of this
age, but the goodness of Christian
life?
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Saint Nicholas - Pocahontas

Immaculate Conception—Pierron

Saint Gertrude—Grantfork
+Bishop
Thomas John Paprocki
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†
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Marriage on Tap STL

Marriage on Tap will be going virtual for our next session on
Tuesday, September 15, 2020 7:00pm—8:00 pm!
Marriage on Tap offers an evening of marriage enrichment
rooted in the Catholic faith but is open to all married couples.
This evening is sponsored by Worldwide Marriage Encounter
and is offered at no cost. RSVP’s are required: send your
names to marriageontapstl@gmail.com.

Alhambra Township and Village Residents will be given FREE
FLU SHOTS on Monday, October 12th from 3-6 pm at the
Alhambra Firemans Hall.

No registration is needed. Drive up flu shots will be available
for the elderly & disabled. Please call 618-488-2612 if you
need a mobile flu shot. MASKS ARE REQUIRED before
entering the building and social distancing will be monitored.
National Shrine of Our Lady of the Snows
QPR Suicide Prevention Training**
Wednesday, September 9, 6:00 – 7:00 p.m. – Shrine’s
Guild Center (near Shrine Church)
Learn how to recognize the warning signs of a suicide crisis
and how to “question, persuade, and refer” someone to help.
Registration is required due to space limitations.
Candlelight Vigil for Those Lost to Suicide**
Wednesday, September 9, 7:30 – 8:00 p.m. –
Shrine’s Lourdes Grotto
Registration: QPR training/Candlelight Vigil at
SNOWS.ORG/Vigil2020 or call 618-394-6281.

Mailing Address:
PO Box 410
Pierron, IL 62273
E-mail Address:
ICSTN2011@gmail.com
www.icstnstg.org
Office: 618-669-2391
Rectory 618-654-2789
Office Address:
401 E State Street,
Pocahontas
Office Hours:
Mon.—Thurs. 9am to 4pm
Fridays 9am to 1pm

Mass Times

Immaculate Conception
Wed. & Fri. —8:00am
Sunday —10:00am

Saint Nicholas

Thursday — 8:00am
Saturday — 4:30pm

Saint Gertrude

Tuesday — 8:00am
Sunday — 8:00am

Sacrament of
Reconciliation
Tuesday, Wednesday,
Thursday & Friday
5:30 to 7:00PM
At Immaculate Conception

