20th Sunday in Ordinary Time
In this Sunday's Gospel, the conflict escalates in the Bread of Life
Discourse. Confusion is mounting in the crowd. "How can this man
give us his flesh to eat?" Their minds were thinking literally, not
mystically. Jesus doesn't seem to help, however, and only drives his
point home with more emphasis. "Unless you eat the flesh of the
Son of Man and drink his blood, you do not have life within you."
Jesus would later institute the Eucharist at the Last Supper. There
he would definitively establish the sacramental reality in which
bread and wine become substantially his own Body and Blood.
We celebrate this sacrament in the Mass.
Perhaps we do not always understand what we receive. "My flesh
is true food, and my blood is true drink." What is the essence of
food and drink? Food nourishes our bodies, providing essential
calories for our survival. Water is used throughout the body to
cushion joints, regulate body temperature, and protect sensitive
tissues like the brain. When we receive the Eucharist, we receive
the spiritual equivalent of these essential elements. Like water, the
Eucharist strengthens the sanctifying grace moving through us.
"Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood remains in me and I in
him." The Eucharist connects us intimately to Jesus and confirms
our union with him. That is why we abstain from the Eucharist
while in a state of mortal sin. It would be a contradiction and deep
disrespect to these words of Jesus. To receive the Body and Blood
of Jesus is not a right but a gift we receive with deep humility.
As we receive the Bread of Life, grace strengthens our love,
separates us from sin -- even wiping away venial sins -- unifies us
with the universal Church, and helps commit us to humble service.
Together we are nourished for our mission in the world!

LIVE THE LITURGY - INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK
"Show me what is physically different between a host that is
consecrated and one that is not." These are words that can be
heard on the lips of anyone struggling with faith. Perhaps, they
are heard on yours. Physical tests will reveal no difference. The
difference is seen through faith. In one sense, it is simple. Either
we believe that the risen Christ is present -- soul and divinity -or we do not. The fruits of faith are the proof. In the Eucharist,
God enters into the very depths of who we are. However, it is
our choice whether we ignore what He does or act fully upon it.
The Eucharist can change us. When people see that we are
different, they in turn will themselves
Queen of Hearts Highland Knights of
Columbus ticket sales Tuesday & Wednesday
evenings 5 p.m.-8 p.m., and Thursdays 5 p.m.
-7:30 p.m. Follow: Queen of Hearts Highland
Knights of Columbus on Facebook.

National Shrine of Our Lady of the Snows – When Mental Illness Hits
Home—Friday, August 24, 9 a.m. – 4 p.m.
This year’s conference will focus on the topic of “Managing Mental Health
Transitions.” The morning keynote session will be led by a panel of speakers
who will share their personal stories about the challenges they face in dealing
with mental health transitions. The morning and afternoon breakout sessions
will be conducted by mental health professionals who will lead discussions on
life transitions, aging transitions, and crisis management. The afternoon
general session will feature a performance by the comedy troupe “Stand Up
For Mental Health.” Cost: $40 (lunch included) - registration required.
For more information, call 618-394-6270 or go to snows.org/help
Pre-registration for the 2018 HSHS St. Joseph’s Hospital Breese Spring
Health Fair is now open! It’s a great time to keep your health in check with
lab tests and health screenings. Health Fairs are on the following
Wednesdays from 6 – 10am:
September 5 at the Breese KC Hall.
September 19 at the Carlyle KC Hall
October 3 at the Trenton First United Methodist Church
October 17 at the Germantown Legion
Forms are available at the hospital’s front desk, the HealthPlex, local
doctors’ offices, local libraries and on the hospital’s web site:
stjoebreese.com/healthfairs. For more info. contact Judy at 618-526-5351

St. Nicholas Blood
Drive at
St. Nicholas
Parish Hall on
Tuesday,
September 4th
2:30 to 6:30PM

WHY DO WE DO THAT? - CATHOLIC TRADITIONS EXPLAINED
Question: Why do we have a feast for the Queenship of Mary?
Answer: For many of us, the language of kings and queens may seem like
they belong to history or a medieval movie. Royalty have absolute authority
over a kingdom and their subjects, a concept that is foreign to many of us
today. While Jesus doesn't rule a political kingdom, we honor and recognize
him as the King of Kings, Lord of Heaven and Earth. To God alone belongs
absolute authority over all of existence.
We may think of queens as the spouse of the king, but there is another key
relationship: the king's mother. In Biblical history, we see instances where the
mother of the king is given due as a queen herself, complete with a throne!
Mary's guiding influence over her Son is seen most notably in the Wedding
Feast at Cana. Mary is not Queen on her own merit. She is "full of grace" and
"blessed" in "all ages" because of the reign of her Son.

Give Jesus not only your hands to serve, but your heart to love. Pray with absolute trust in God’s loving care
for you. Let Him use you without consulting you. Let Jesus fill you with joy that you may preach without
preaching. —ST. TERESA OF CALCUTTA from Love: A Fruit Always in Season
EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP - RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS
We can easily feel obligated to attend a party, wedding, or other event that we find ourselves invited to as a guest. If we want to go, then we get
dressed up and rush off with anticipation of fun and good times with friends. If we dread going, we get ourselves together slowly and arrive late,
hoping that the event will not be so long and we can then get on with the rest of our day. The difference in our feelings may have to do with many
aspects: the host, the attendees, the reason for celebration, or even the venue. Either way, the invitation has been given to us because someone
feels that our presence would make a positive difference. Our response is entirely our own. We decide how we will answer the invitation.
Every Sunday, every day in fact, you and I have received an invitation to a banquet more celebratory and grander than any wedding or birthday
party. The host is actually Jesus Christ himself, and he has prepared a feast that promises to satisfy. He has prepared for this event by giving all he
has to give. No host has ever been more gracious. His hope is that you will be happy to attend for your presence does make a tremendous
difference. Would he invite you if attending made no difference at all? Will you RSVP with a sense of joy and anticipation? If this is just another
invite that obligates you and you approach the event with indifference, the host wonders if you really comprehend what he went through to make
this meal possible. He also wonders if you really understand what is truly being celebrated.-Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS
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Mass Times

Immaculate Conception
Wed. & Fri.—8:00am
Sunday—10:00 am
Saint Nicholas
Thursday— 8:00am
Saturday—4:30pm
Saint Gertrude
Tuesday— 8:00 am
Sunday — 8:00am

Sacrament of
Reconciliation
IC—Wed. 7:15—7:45am
STN— Sat. 3:45—4:15pm
STG— Sun. 7:15— 7:45am

STN Parish Support

IC Parish Support
August 12 Regular Collection
45 envelopes $ 1,592.00
Loose
$
64.00
Total
$ 1,656.00

August 11 Regular Collection
22 envelopes $ 868.00
Loose
$ 33.00
Total
$ 901.00

Building Fund $50.00

Capital Improvements $50.00 Mission Coop $176.00

Mission Coop $114.00

Regular Support Weekly Goal (Budget)
Weekly surplus/deficit
Cumulative Support Needed (Budget)
Cumulative Support Actual

Surplus/Deficit (YTD)

$2,327.00
-671.00
$16,289.00
$13,495.25
-$2,793.75

August 12 Regular Collection
29 envelopes $ 924.50
Loose
$ 51.00
Total
$ 975.50

*Assumption of Mary $20.00 Cemetery
$35.00
Maintenance Fund
$10.00 Mission Coop $30.00
Candles
$24.00

Cumulative Support Needed (Budget)
Cumulative Support Actual

Surplus/Deficit (YTD)

$1,185.00
-189.50
$8,295.00
$8,022.50
-$272.50

Liturgical Ministers for August 25 & 26, 2018
Sat. Aug. 25 @ 4:30pm @ St. Nicholas
Reader: Pat Kalous
Servers: Jane Dapkus
Offertory: Denny & Joan Gobble
Euch. Min.: Barb Kalous & Annette Bleisch
Ushers: Denny Gobble & Tom Kalous
Greeters: Sue Luber & Helen Kuehn
Sun., Aug. 26 @ 8:00am @ St. Gertrude
Reader: Janice Korsmeyer
Servers: Katrina & Alissa Korsmeyer
Offertory: Randy & Dianne Leitschuh Family
Euch. Min.: David & Laurie Raymond
Ushers/Greeters: Bryan Rutz & Dean Sauls
Sacristan: Dean Sauls
Sun, Aug. 26 @10:00am @ Immaculate Conception
Reader: Denise Trickey
Servers: Claire Williamson & Mason Frank
Offertory: Jeff & Kristin Potthast Family
Euch. Min.: Billy & Seth Luitjohan & Sharon Frey
Ushers: Rick Zurliene, Patrick Flanigan, Lawrence Frank
& Dennis Frey
Rosary Leader: Millie Frey

PSR for IC/STN students will begin Wed, Sept. 5th in Pierron. Any new
students or incoming 1st graders please contact Mary Jo at 618-210-1112

Mon. (Aug.20) 8:00am (IC)
Tues. (Aug.21) 8:00am (St.G)
Wed. (Aug.22) 8:00am (IC)
Thur. (Aug.23) 8:00am (St.N)
Fri.
Sat.
Sun.
Sun

(Aug.24) 8:00am (IC)
(Aug.25) 4:30pm (St.N)
(Aug.26) 8:00am (St.G)
(Aug.26)10:00am (IC)

20th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Cumulative Support Needed (Budget)
Cumulative Support Actual

Surplus/Deficit (YTD)

$1,010.00
-109.00
$7,070.00
$6,429.00
-$641.00

Please remember in your prayers

STG Parish Support

Regular Support Weekly Goal (Budget)
Weekly surplus/deficit

Regular Support Weekly Goal (Budget)
Weekly surplus/deficit

Members of our parish families who are recovering
in the hospital & at home, for their strength and
patience each day, and for all those who ask for
our prayers for health or other issues.
Mary Jo Bielong, Ana Cantrell, Margaret Daiber,
Don Dapkus, Teresa Dickman, Jean Fields,
Gabriel Frey, Karen Grabowski, Betty Haberer,
Cory Humphrey, Gene Jolliff, Val King,
Randy Korte, David Kuehn, Clara Liening,
Frances Luitjohan, Taylor Marti, Alex McCall,
Cody Neal, Barb Rakers, Marcia Rowe,
Verneda Rowe, Keita Salantai, Abby Schrage,
Ted Schrage, Linda Schwierjohn, Phil Spies,
Marie Weis, Neal Weiss, Pam Winet, Todd Zucca.

ii. Prayer – to provide well-prepared celebrations of the sacraments and
other occasions for prayer as signs of hope and paths of grace to heaven;

FAITHFUL DEPARTED
Prayers are requested for the repose of the soul of
Robert Korte, brother of Ann Plocher &
brother-in-law of Marie (Ted) Schrage, of our
parish family. We extend our heartfelt sympathy to
Robert’s family and friends. Eternal life grant unto
him, O Lord…

Decatur Conference Center & Hotel, Decatur, IL

REGISTRATION BEGINS JULY 1:$45/DAY or $55 BOTH DAYS
Topics include: “Transitioning to Restored Order”,
“Growing Disciples”, “Knowing the Bible”.
To see the complete list of speakers and topics
Go to www.dio.org/catechesis/daec.
Immaculate Conception Christmas Decoration
Committee meeting September 4th
Those interested in helping with
developing a new design for Christmas
decorations in the Sanctuary of the Church at
IC, please plan on attending the 6:30pm
meeting September 4th in parish hall.

Sunday Scriptures

Daily Readings: Aug. 20 Ez 24:15-24; Mt 19:16-22
Aug.21 Ez 28:1-10; Mt 19:23-30
Aug.22 Ez 34:1-11; Mt 20:1-16
Aug. 23 Ez 36:23-28; Mt 22:1-14
Aug. 24 Rv 21:9b-14; Jn 1:45-51

† Mass Intentions †

No Mass
† Denis Bellm — Int. of Wayne & Angela Maedge
† Thelka & Firmin Pierron — Int. of Kathy Fox
† Living & Deceased members of the Maurice & Sally Haberer
Family — Int. of Mary Haberer
† Randy Schrage — Int. of Jim & Sandy Vosholler
Mass for the People of IC, STG & STN
† Marge Hess — Int. of Scott & Cindy Hediger
† Marcellus & Ellie Potthast — Int. of Steven & Catherine Durbin
August 18 & 19, 2018

We invite those interested in learning how God uses the gift of music, he has
given to all of us, to enrich our spiritual lives in the liturgy. Beginning August
28th, we will meet at 6:30pm on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of each month at
Immaculate Conception Church. Using as our guide; The USCCB
document; "Sing To The Lord" Music in Divine Worship. Led by Fr. Paul Bonk

DIOCESAN ADULT ENRICHMENT CONFERENCE
Sunday, September 30 & Monday, October 1, 2018

If you would like to have someone added to the
prayer list please call the parish office.

August 26, 2018
**21st Sunday in Ordinary Time**
1st Reading: Jos 24:1-2a, 15-17, 18b
2nd Reading: Eph 5:21-32 or 5:2a, 25-32
Gospel: Jn 6:60-69

The next St. Nicholas Pastoral/Finance Council Meeting will be held
on Tuesday, August 21st at 7:00PM

iii. Formation – to study the Bible and learn more about Jesus and our
Catholic faith; and
iv. Service – to serve each other, especially those in need, by practicing
charity and justice.

For Our parishioners in nursing homes:

Tom Frey, 1st Lt. Adam Kalous, Chad Knebel,
Michael Knebel, Dustin Korte, Connor Kutz,
Solon McGill, Jimmy O’Boyle,
Sgt. Joseph Patterson, Rickie Quinones,
Joseph Schatte, John H. Schuster, Greg Spina,
T.J. Waddington, Sgt. Tyler Wegman, Jessie Weiss,
Sgt. Zach Weiss.

Saturday, Sept. 22nd we will also have a bake sale —
Best sellers are pies, cakes or cookies!!
Raffle will be held on Saturday at Noon. Tickets will be sent to
parish members to sell. Thank You in advance for everything!!

i. Hospitality – to invite people proactively to join us in prayer, especially
Sunday Mass;

Doris Buske, Dolores Weis & special people in our
families.

For those currently serving in the
military: Adam Canfield, Tim Doll, Quinn Frey,

St. Nicholas Rummage Sale 2018
Dates are set for this years Rummage Sale:
Thursday, Friday & Saturday, September 20, 21 & 22.
Donations will be accepted the week of September 10th in
parish hall. You can drop off during business hours when the
office is open or in the evenings from 4 to 8PM.
NO CLOTHES PLEASE!!

The mission of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Springfield in Illinois is to build
a fervent community of intentional and dedicated missionary disciples of
the Risen Lord and steadfast stewards of God’s creation who seek to
become saints. Accordingly, the community of Catholic faithful in this
Diocese is committed to the discipleship and stewardship way of life as
commanded by Christ Our Savior and as revealed by Sacred sScripture and
Tradition. To further this mission, the Diocese of Springfield in Illinois is
committed to implementing the Four Pillars of Discipleship and
Stewardship, namely:

R.C.I.A. (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults)
Who comes to R.C.I.A.? Anybody and everybody! Some of the
most common reasons people attend R.C.I.A. are:

The Daughters of Isabella Circle 218 invites you
to attend:

Special Mass in Memory of
Miscarried Babies



Wednesday, August 22nd at 6:45pm
St. Boniface Catholic Church



110 N. Buchanan St.
Edwardsville, IL 62025



See also: Facebook Event “Special Mass in Memory
of Miscarried Babies”



To have a baby’s name or family name displayed on a
card with a candle during Mass, please complete the
form below. It can be returned in the St. Boniface
Church collection, to the St. Boniface office, or mailed
to St. Boniface Church, 110 N. Buchanan St.,
Edwardsville, IL 62025. The information may also be
emailed to Kelly at kelly.g.bonk@gmail.com

A personal call to join the Catholic Church, whether baptized in
the Catholic Church, in another church, or never baptized.
A spouse of a member of the Catholic Church who desires to create harmony in the family by becoming a Catholic.
Someone who is planning marriage to a Catholic, and is considering
joining the Catholic Church to bring unity to the marriage.
An individual who is baptized a Catholic, but has not received the
Sacraments of Holy Eucharist or Confirmation; or who has stopped
practicing the Catholic Faith and wishes to begin again.
If you know of someone who falls into any of these categories, please
let them know about upcoming inquiry sessions. If that person wants
to attend inquiry sessions, has any questions or would like to know
more about what the Catholic Church teaches, please have them call
Jane Dapkus 618-669-2444 or email jdapkus@frontiernet.net.
20th Sunday in Ordinary Time

August 18 & 19, 2018

