19th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Have you ever approached a hushed group and were certain they
were talking about you? It's an uncomfortable feeling to catch
people murmuring about what you did, said, or didn't do. It breeds
division and exclusion. In today's Gospel, Jesus invites us to
just the opposite.
The reading opens with the crowds "murmuring" their doubts
about Jesus after he has proclaimed himself the Bread of Life. "Is
this not Jesus, the son of Joseph ? how can he say 'I have come
down from heaven'?" In his response, Jesus brings up the Israelites
and the manna God brought them in the desert. If you turn back
to the story in Exodus, you'll see another similar word: murmuring.
As the going got tough, the Israelites doubted Moses and God's
plan to protect and care for them as a chosen people. Here, Jesus
proposes a difficult theological concept. Jesus himself is "the living
bread" and "flesh for the life of the world."
This is not an exclusive concept. "Everyone who listens to my
Father and learns from him comes to me." Why? Because "the
Father who sent me draw[s] him." The next time you're at Mass,
take a few moments to watch the communion line. Young and old,
families and singles, diverse races and cultures and stories; we are
all drawn to the Eucharistic table. Catholic doctrine may require
faith, but it is a faith possible for anyone who seeks truth.
Christianity does not hide behind locked doors in an exclusive
clubhouse, whispering behind the backs of nonbelievers. Jesus
compels us to share the love of God the Father for his children,
that we one day be joined with Him and "live forever."

LIVE THE LITURGY - INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK
Life can be confusing, and the demands and challenges of
everyday life can easily cloud our vision. We can become tired.
Because of all of the energy needed to manage our day-to-day
routines, our spiritual lives can get neglected. Anger, apathy,
bitterness, and competition readily distort our relationships
with one another and with God. We are asked to imitate God
and to put love, compassion, kindness, forgiveness, and
gentleness over all things. We need to develop a strong life of
prayer in order to bring balance to our lives and to realize who
we really are.

National Shrine of Our Lady of the Snows – When Mental Illness Hits
Home—Friday, August 24, 9 a.m. – 4 p.m.
This year’s conference will focus on the topic of “Managing Mental Health
Transitions.” The morning keynote session will be led by a panel of speakers
who will share their personal stories about the challenges they face in dealing
with mental health transitions. The morning and afternoon breakout sessions
will be conducted by mental health professionals who will lead discussions on
life transitions, aging transitions, and crisis management. The afternoon
general session will feature a performance by the comedy troupe “Stand Up
For Mental Health.” Cost: $40 (lunch included) - registration required.
For more information, call 618-394-6270 or go to snows.org/help
Pre-registration for the 2018 HSHS St. Joseph’s Hospital Breese Spring
Health Fair is now open! It’s a great time to keep your health in check with
lab tests and health screenings. Health Fairs are on the following
Wednesdays from 6 – 10am:
September 5 at the Breese KC Hall.
September 19 at the Carlyle KC Hall
October 3 at the Trenton First United Methodist Church
October 17 at the Germantown Legion
Forms are available at the hospital’s front desk, the HealthPlex, local
doctors’ offices, local libraries and on the hospital’s web site:
stjoebreese.com/healthfairs. For more info. contact Judy at 618-526-5351

Women’s Day: The Splendor of You
The annual Women’s Day sponsored by the ladies of Ss. Peter and Paul
Church in Collinsville, IL will be held Saturday, August 25 in the parish
Fellowship Hall at 207 Vandalia St. from 9am-1:30pm. Doors open at 8 am.
This year’s theme is “The Splendor of You” and will feature nationally
acclaimed motivational speaker Deby Sansone Schlapprizzi who will help you
unveil your God-given splendor and lead you on a journey of transformation.
Cost is $20 per participant (with or without lunch). Lunches must be preregistered by August 15. Attendees must be 14 or older. Register by sending
your name, address & email to Ss. Peter & Paul Church Women’s Day, 207
Vandalia St., Collinsville, IL 62234. Make check payable to Ss. Peter and Paul
Church. You can also register online at saintspeter-paul.org/womensday and
pay at the door. For more information, call 618-345-4343.

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP - RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS
What else is there to give when one has already given away their body and their life? What more can one say or do to demonstrate love for another
when all they have has been given to another? This total giving of self to loved ones cannot be trumped by flowery words or material gifts that are
fleeting. This is the ultimate in love. This is the love Jesus had for us on the way to his passion, at the institution of the Holy Eucharist. This is the
love he has for us daily in the celebration of the Mass on altars in every church, in every city, in every nation on earth. No one can give more.
No one can ask for more. This is the true heart of Christian stewardship.
If you take the time to gaze upon your God in the simplest of forms and begin to reflect on what has actually taken place with bread and wine
becoming the presence of the Divine, then you can begin to understand true humility, sacrifice, and love. And when you have the privilege to take
that Real Presence into your body at the meal where you are an honored guest, you become one with the One who is the embodiment of stewardship. Then, you must ask the question of yourself, "How can I even begin to reflect the love that I have encountered at this feast?" The answer is
you can begin with the simple actions of the day: where will you go, whom will you meet, and in what work will you partake? Jesus Christ has
shown that the greatest gift ever given can be disguised in this world in a piece of bread. By joining your body to his, he can now transform human
hearts, not by grand acts, but by everyday acts, by everyday people practicing Everyday Stewardship.-Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS

Charity is the most effective form of witness, because in it people see the love of God. Pope Francis, August 2, 2018
Sacrament of Marriage—Please contact our office at least
9 months before your anticipated wedding date to begin
your spiritual preparation. One or both persons must be
registered and actively living their faith at I C, STN or
STG for at least 6 months to celebrate their wedding here.
All couples planning to be married at our parishes must
attend a Pre-Cana Conference or participate in an Engaged
Encounter. For those who were former members here, they
must be registered and actively living their faith at the
parish where they reside.

Sacrament of Baptism—Baptisms are celebrated during
Mass on Sundays (not in Lent). A family must be registered &
actively living their faith at I C, STN or STG for 6 months
to assure faith will be shared with the new born child.
Godparents must also be registered in a Catholic parish or
other Christian church & actively living their faith. A PreJordan Class is held and is required for all parents. We ask
that both parents attend this class together. Godparents are
also encouraged and welcome to attend. For more
information, please call Jane Dapkus at 669-2444.
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Immaculate Conception
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Sunday—10:00 am
Saint Nicholas
Thursday— 8:00am
Saturday—4:30pm
Saint Gertrude
Tuesday— 8:00 am
Sunday — 8:00am

Sacrament of
Reconciliation
IC—Wed. 7:15—7:45am
STN— Sat. 3:45—4:15pm
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STN Parish Support

IC Parish Support
August 5 Regular
48 envelopes
Loose
Total

August 4 Regular Collection
18 envelopes $ 708.00
Loose
$ 79.00
Total
$ 787.00

Collection
$ 2,443.00
$ 110.00
$ 2,553.00

*Assumption of Mary $ 10.00 Sister Parish $225.00
Building Fund
$260.00 Candles
$ 87.00
Cemetery
$ 15.00 Mission Coop $882.00

Capital Improvements $355.00 Candles $47.00
Mission Coop
$383.83

Regular Support Weekly Goal (Budget)
Weekly surplus/deficit

Regular Support Weekly Goal (Budget)
Weekly surplus/deficit

Cumulative Support Needed (Budget)
Cumulative Support Actual

Surplus/Deficit (YTD)

$2,327.00
+236.00
$13,962.00
$11,839.25
-$2,122.75

Collection
$1,277.00
$ 63.00
$1,340.00

Sister Parish $ 50.00 Maintenance Fund $170.00
Cemetery
$123.00 Mission Coop
$483.00
Regular Support Weekly Goal (Budget)
Weekly surplus/deficit
Cumulative Support Needed (Budget)
Cumulative Support Actual

Surplus/Deficit (YTD)

$1,185.00
+155.00
$7,110.00
$7,027.00
-$83.00

Liturgical Ministers for August 18 & 19, 2018
Sat. Aug. 18 @ 4:30pm @ St. Nicholas
Reader: Jane Dapkus
Servers: Grant Knebel & Ben Hutchinson
Offertory: Sue Luber & Helen Kuehn
Euch. Min.: Barb Zaloga & Pat Kalous
Ushers: Don Cureton & Larry Weiss
Greeters: Sue Luber & Helen Kuehn
Sun., Aug. 19 @ 8:00am @ St. Gertrude
Reader: Chad Korte
Servers: Taylor Dressler & Chloe Neumann
Offertory: Jerry & Marlene Vosholler Family
Euch. Min.: Dave & Jane Deiters
Ushers/Greeters: Randy & Dianne Leitschuh
Sacristan: Jerry Vosholler
Sun, Aug. 19 @10:00am @ Immaculate Conception
Reader: Claire Miles
Servers: Shane Field & Paige Overby
Offertory: Justin & Elizabeth Overby Family
Euch. Min.: Rick & Ruth Zurliene & Cindy T. Knebel
Ushers: Rick Zurliene, Patrick Flanigan, Lawrence Frank
& Dennis Frey
Rosary Leader: Denise Richter

Meals on Wheels Mazzio’s Pizza Night—Monday,
August 20th 5 to 9PM.

Mon. (Aug.13) 8:00am (IC)
Tues. (Aug.14) 8:00am (St.G)
Tues. (Aug.14) 6:00pm(St.G)
Wed. (Aug.15) 8:00am (IC)
Wed. (Aug.15)7:00pm(St.N )
Thur. (Aug.16) 8:00am (St.N)
Fri. (Aug.17) 8:00am (IC)
Sat. (Aug.18) 4:30pm (St.N)
Sun. (Aug.19) 8:00am (St.G)
Sun (Aug.19)10:00am (IC)
19th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Surplus/Deficit (YTD)

Please remember in your prayers

STG Parish Support
August 5 Regular
29 envelopes
Loose
Total

Cumulative Support Needed (Budget)
Cumulative Support Actual

$1,010.00
-223.00
$6,060.00
$5,528.00
-$532.00

Members of our parish families who are recovering
in the hospital & at home, for their strength and
patience each day, and for all those who ask for
our prayers for health or other issues.
Mary Jo Bielong, Ana Cantrell, Margaret Daiber,
Don Dapkus, Teresa Dickman, Jean Fields,
Gabriel Frey, Karen Grabowski, Betty Haberer,
Cory Humphrey, Gene Jolliff, Val King,
Randy Korte, David Kuehn, Clara Liening,
Frances Luitjohan, Taylor Marti, Alex McCall,
Cody Neal, Barb Rakers, Marcia Rowe,
Verneda Rowe, Keita Salantai, Abby Schrage,
Ted Schrage, Linda Schwierjohn, Phil Spies,
Marie Weis, Neal Weiss, Pam Winet, Todd Zucca.

For Our parishioners in nursing homes:
Doris Buske, Dolores Weis & special people in our
families.

For those currently serving in the
military: Adam Canfield, Tim Doll, Quinn Frey,

Tom Frey, 1st Lt. Adam Kalous, Chad Knebel,
Michael Knebel, Dustin Korte, Connor Kutz,
Solon McGill, Jimmy O’Boyle,
Sgt. Joseph Patterson, Rickie Quinones,
Joseph Schatte, John H. Schuster, Greg Spina,
T.J. Waddington, Sgt. Tyler Wegman, Jessie Weiss,
Sgt. Zach Weiss.
If you would like to have someone added to the
prayer list please call the parish office.

Sunday Scriptures
August 19, 2018
**20th Sunday in Ordinary Time**
1st Reading: Prv 9:1-6
2nd Reading: Eph 5:15-20
Gospel: Jn 6:51-58
Daily Readings: Aug. 13 Ez 1:2-5, 24-28c; Mt 17:22-27
Aug.14 Ez 2:8—3.4; Mt 18:1-5, 10,12-14
Aug.15 Rv 11:10a,12:1-6a, 10ab; Lk 1:39-56
Aug. 16 Ez 12:1-12; Mt 18:21—19:1
Aug. 17 Ez 16:1-15, 60,63 or 16:59-63;Mt 19:3-12

† Mass Intentions †

No Mass
† Udell & Cecilia Harris
† Lorraine Jakel — Int. of Helen Wuebbles
† Terri Munie — Int. of Bill, Denise & Dennis Trickey
† Edna Jo Long — Int. of Carla Crawford & Vicky Weber
† Elizabeth Doll — Int. of Sue Luber
† Leonard & Pauline Frohn — Int. of Jerry & Jean Weber
Mass for the People of IC, STG & STN
† Bonnie Rutz — Int. of Dennis & Barbara Tabor
† Randy & Ryan Schrage — Int. of Ted & Marie Schrage Family
August 11 & 12, 2018

St. Nicholas Rummage Sale 2018
Dates are set for this years Rummage Sale:
Thursday, Friday & Saturday, September 20, 21 & 22.
Donations will be accepted the week of September 10th in
parish hall. You can drop off during business hours when the
office is open or in the evenings from 4 to 8PM.
NO CLOTHES PLEASE!!

The mission of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Springfield in Illinois is to build
a fervent community of intentional and dedicated missionary disciples of
the Risen Lord and steadfast stewards of God’s creation who seek to
become saints. Accordingly, the community of Catholic faithful in this
Diocese is committed to the discipleship and stewardship way of life as
commanded by Christ Our Savior and as revealed by Sacred sScripture and
Tradition. To further this mission, the Diocese of Springfield in Illinois is
committed to implementing the Four Pillars of Discipleship and
Stewardship, namely:

Saturday, Sept. 22nd we will also have a bake sale —
Best sellers are pies, cakes or cookies!!
Raffle will be held on Saturday at Noon. Tickets will be sent to
parish members to sell. Thank You in advance for everything!!

i. Hospitality – to invite people proactively to join us in prayer, especially
Sunday Mass;
ii. Prayer – to provide well-prepared celebrations of the sacraments and
other occasions for prayer as signs of hope and paths of grace to heaven;

The next St. Nicholas Pastoral/Finance Council Meeting will be held
on Tuesday, August 21st at 7:00PM

iii. Formation – to study the Bible and learn more about Jesus and our
Catholic faith; and
iv. Service – to serve each other, especially those in need, by practicing
charity and justice.

DIOCESAN ADULT ENRICHMENT CONFERENCE
Sunday, September 30 & Monday, October 1, 2018

Decatur Conference Center & Hotel, Decatur, IL

The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Mass Schedule—August 15th. This is a Holy
Day of Obligation

REGISTRATION BEGINS JULY 1:$45/DAY or $55 BOTH DAYS
Topics include: “Transitioning to Restored Order”,
“Growing Disciples”, “Knowing the Bible”.
To see the complete list of speakers and topics
Go to www.dio.org/catechesis/daec.

Tues., Aug. 14th 6:00PM at St. Gertrude
Wed., Aug. 15th 8:00AM at IC
7:00PM at St. Nicholas
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament will be
at Immaculate Conception on Aug. 15th
from 7 to 8AM
A meeting has been scheduled for Thursday,
August 16th at 6:30PM at the rectory for
those who are interested in visiting the sick
and the homebound from our parishes. We
will be reviewing the procedures for
distributing the Eucharist.

We invite those interested in learning how God uses the gift of music, he has
given to all of us, to enrich our spiritual lives in the liturgy. Beginning August
28th, we will meet at 6:30pm on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of each month at
Immaculate Conception Church. Using as our guide; The USCCB
document; "Sing To The Lord" Music in Divine Worship. Led by Fr. Paul Bonk

R.C.I.A. (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults)

Immaculate Conception Christmas
Decoration Committee meeting August 28th
Those interested in helping with
developing a new design for Christmas
decorations in the Sanctuary of the Church,
at IC, please plan on attending the 6:30pm
meeting August 28th in parish hall.

Who comes to R.C.I.A.? Anybody and everybody! Some of the
most common reasons people attend R.C.I.A. are:



A personal call to join the Catholic Church, whether baptized in
the Catholic Church, in another church, or never baptized.



A spouse of a member of the Catholic Church who desires to create harmony in the family by becoming a Catholic.



Someone who is planning marriage to a Catholic, and is considering
joining the Catholic Church to bring unity to the marriage.


We congratulate the parents of
and welcome
Emma Lynn Wirz,
daughter of Andrew & Cheryl
(Rinderer) Wirz who will be
baptized at St. Gertrude Church
this Sunday, August 12th, 2018.
Godparents are
Jennifer Klemm &
Joel Rinderer.
The flowers at the statue of Our
Lady at St. Gertrude Church are
in honor of Baby Emma’s
Baptism.
19th Sunday in Ordinary Time

An individual who is baptized a Catholic, but has not received the
Sacraments of Holy Eucharist or Confirmation; or who has stopped
practicing the Catholic Faith and wishes to begin again.
If you know of someone who falls into any of these categories, please
let them know about upcoming inquiry sessions. If that person wants
to attend inquiry sessions, has any questions or would like to know
more about what the Catholic Church teaches, please have them call
Jane Dapkus 618-669-2444 or email jdapkus@frontiernet.net.

St. Lawrence Church’s 150th Celebration
August 12th the big celebration will take place. We invite everyone to come celebrate with St.
Lawrence Church. We start the festivities with an outdoor “Mass on the Grass” at 10:00AM.
Games for children is from noon to 5pm with other activities & music by local artists from noon to
6pm. Daniel Obberreuter and his band The Thirsting are the main event performing from 6 to
8PM. Food trucks will be open from Noon to 5:30PM. You can follow us on Facebook at
“St. Lawrence 150th Celebration”. We hope to see you at the festivities to celebrate 150 years of
providing Catholic services to the Greenville area.
August 11 & 12, 2018

