Second Sunday of Easter

Liturgical Ministers for May 4 & 5, 2019

He has you in mind. Do we think about that much? The God of the
universe has us in mind, individually as persons and together as one
human family. We hear this truth in today's Gospel story of
Thomas. His doubt is likely familiar to us by now. "Unless I see the
mark of the nails in his hands and put my finger into the nailmarks
and put my hand into his side, I will not believe."
Jesus is God. He could have risen any way he wanted. He could
have risen perfectly healed, as a further sign of his power over
death and suffering. But when Thomas encounters him, we see
what Jesus chose. "Put your finger here and see my hands, and
bring your hand and put it into my side, and do not be unbelieving,
but believe." In resurrecting his body, Jesus already has Thomas in
mind. Jesus retains his wounds for Thomas, for the disciples, and for
all who would doubt the sacrificial power of love. This intentional
love of Jesus is echoed by John and his disciples, who authored this
Gospel. "Jesus did many other signs...these are written that you
may come to believe that Jesus is the Christ...and that through this
belief you may have life in his name."
From its earliest beginnings, the Church knew the power of sign and
story. When they wrote the Gospels, they had us in mind. We are
all Thomas from time to time. We need to see the mercy of God
lived and real in our lives. This can happen throughout the
circumstances of our daily comings and goings. It can also happen
through meditating on the Scripture, through placing ourselves in
the stories and listening to God's voice speaking. We don't get to
see what the disciples got to see, but we know, through them, that
God always has us in mind. As he reminds the disciples, "Blessed
are those who have not seen and have believed."

Reader: Pat Kalous
Servers: Grant Knebel & Allie Knebel
Offertory: Barb & Larry Weiss
Euch. Min.: Pat Kalous & Colleen Lozier
Ushers: Denny Gobble & Tom Kalous
Greeters: Kathy Frey & Gary Plog

Sun., May 5 @ 8:00am @ St. Gertrude

Reader: Rene Barr
Servers: Carlie Mettler & Laila Barr
Offertory: Clarence & Ruth Korte Family
Euch. Min.: Jerry Vosholler & Mary Ann Frueh
Ushers/Greeters: Carly Ann Maurer & Michael Sauls
Sacristan: Dean Sauls
Sun, May 5 @10:00am @ Immaculate Conception

Reader: Claire Miles
Servers: Ryan Skrobul & Paige Overby
Offertory: Bob & Carol Meffert
Euch. Min.: Billy & Seth Luitjohan & Cindy T. Knebel
Ushers: Dennis Korte, Bill & Cameron Luitjohan, Harold Meskil
Rosary Leader: Millie Frey
Liturgy of the Word for Children:Kay Williamson/Amy Gilomen

Sunday Scriptures
May 5, 2019

**Third Sunday of Easter**
1st Reading: Acts 5: 27-32, 40b-41
2nd Reading: Rv 5: 11-14
Gospel: Jn 21: 1-19 or 21:1-14
Daily Readings: Apr. 29 Acts 4: 23-31; Jn 3: 1-8
Apr.30 Acts 4: 32-37; Jn 3: 7b-15
May 1 Acts 5: 17-26; Jn 3: 16-21
May 2 Acts 5: 27-33; Jn 3: 31-36
May 3 1 Cor 15: 1-8; Jn 14: 6-14

STG PSR— Closing Mass Wed, May 1st 6:30PM

Please remember in your prayers
Members of our parish families who are recovering in the hospital
& at home, for their strength and patience each day, and for all
those who ask for our prayers for health or other issues.
Mike Bast, Mary Jo Bielong, Ana Cantrell, Margaret Daiber,
Don Dapkus, Teresa Dickman, Jean Fields, Gabriel Frey,
Karen Grabowski, Betty Haberer, P.J. Hereford, Cory Humphrey,
Coreen Hutchinson, Gene Jolliff, Val King, Barrett Korte,
Henry Korte, Randy Korte, David Kuehn, Helen Kuehn,
Brett Leathers, Clara Liening, Taylor Marti, Alex McCall,
Cody Neal, Barb Rakers, Marcia Rowe, Verneda Rowe,
Abby Schrage, Ted Schrage, Ruth Schroeder, Mitch Schuster,
Linda Schwierjohn, Phil Spies, Marie Weis, Neal Weiss,
Pam Winet, Margie Zurliene, Todd Zucca.

For Our parishioners in nursing homes:
Doris Buske, Dolores Weis & special people in our families.

For those currently serving in the military:
Adam Canfield, Tim Doll, Quinn Frey, Tom Frey,
1st Lt. Adam Kalous, Chad Knebel, Michael Knebel, Dustin Korte,
Connor Kutz, Solon McGill, Jimmy O’Boyle,
Sgt. Joseph Patterson, Rickie Quinones, Joseph Schatte,
John H. Schuster, Greg Spina, T.J. Waddington,
Sgt. Tyler Wegman, Sgt. Zach Weiss.

All Parishioners are invited!!

If you would like to have someone added to the prayer list
please call the parish office.

"Mercy is the greatest attribute of God." - St. Faustina

STN Collection

For 4/21/19

Envelopes/Loose

$836.00

Holy Land

$215.00

Seminarians

$260.00

HACSM

$228.00

Divine Mercy Sunday

Sat. May 4 @ 4:30pm @ St. Nicholas

STG Collection

For 4/21/19

Envelopes/Loose

$1,720.75

Seminarians

$175.00

Holy Land

$269.00

Sister Parish

$5.00

Candles

$20.00

IC Collection

For 4/21/19

Envelopes/Loose

$3,278.00

CRS

$100.00

Holy Land

$240.00

Seminarians

$675.00

Sister Parish

$20.00

Home Missions

$10.00

Building Fund

$70.00

Easter Flowers

$20.00

Rice Bowl

$104.13

Budget Goal

$1,010.00

Budget Goal

$1,185.00

Budget Goal

$2,327.00

Weekly Surplus/Deficit

$-174.00

Weekly Surplus/Deficit

$535.75

Weekly Surplus/Deficit

$951.00

Support Needed (budget)

$43,430.00

Support Needed (budget)

$50,955.00

Support Needed (budget)

$100,061.00

Support Actual

$39,980.42

Support Actual

$50,292.75

Support Actual

$96,348.15

Surplus/Deficit YTD

$-3,449.58

Surplus/Deficit YTD

$-662.25

Surplus/Deficit YTD

$-3,712.85

Sunday of Divine Mercy

April 27 & 28, 2019

Jesus told St. Faustina that this Feast of mercy would
be a very special day “all the divine floodgates
through which graces flow are opened”. (Diary 699)
Our Lord made a great promise to all those souls who
would go to confession and then receive Him in Holy
Communion on the feast of Mercy, on the Sunday
after Easter, which is now called Divine Mercy
Sunday throughout the Catholic Church. Jesus
promised that “The soul that will go to confession
and receive Holy Communion shall obtain the
complete forgiveness of sins and punishment”.
(Diary 1109)
We want everyone to take advantage of this
incredible promise and the additional Plenary
Indulgence on this Feast of Mercy “Divine Mercy
Sunday”. We want you to benefit fully from these
promises, and we also want you to notify all of your
family and friends about them too and we urge them
to return to the practice of the faith. It is required of
all Catholics to confess their serious sins at least once
a year. If you haven’t yet met this obligation then
take advantage of this outstanding opportunity to receive an outpouring of an
ocean of graces that Jesus promises on this day. The Church allows for one to
go to confession for up to about 20 days, before or after Divine Mercy Sunday.
On Divine Mercy Sunday, after Mass or another suitable time, for the plenary
indulgence, the following prayers are to be said; the Our Father, Apostles
Creed, and a prayer for the Pope, (perhaps a Hail Mary) Adding an invocation
such as “Merciful Jesus, I trust in you”.

Sunday of Divine Mercy

There will be a Respect Life meeting to discuss monthly ProLife events. The meeting will be on May 2, 2019 at 7pm at
St. Joseph’s Hospital Cafeteria in Highland. All are welcome
to attend this meeting.
Pro-Life Prayer Service at
Immaculate Conception Church
Saturday, May 11th at 9:00AM;
Bring Rosaries and lawn chairs—
in case of inclement weather
service will be held in the
church.

It is wonderful to see God’s beautiful
work in the lives of our parishioners.
Please keep Cy and Dolores in your
prayers!!
‘And over all these virtues put on love,
which binds them all together in
perfect unity.’ Colossians 3:14.

Summer Lunch Bunch

Mon. (Apr.29) 8:00am (IC)
Tues. (Apr.30) 8:00am (St.G)
Wed. (May 1) 8:00am (IC)
Thur. (May 2) 8:00am (St.N)
Fri. (May 3) 8:00am (IC)
Sat. (May 4) 4:30pm (St.N)
Sun. (May 5) 8:00am (St.G)
Sun. (May 5) 10:00am (IC)

St. Gertrude Chicken Dinner—The chicken dinner signup sheets are available in the entry-way to church.
Please sign up to work a shift on Sunday and also
volunteer with the cleaning. To sign–up or if you have
any questions, please call or text Tina Luitjohan at
972-7905, or e-mail at luitjohan6@gmail.com

Happy 63rd Wedding Anniversary to
Cyril & Dolores (Huelsmann) Weis
from Immaculate Conception Church.
The couple married on April 18, 1956.
Cy and Dolores are the parents of 8
children: Diane, Kenneth, Rich, Joyce,
Gerald, Doris, David & Brenda.

Peace be with you! Of all of the things the resurrected Christ could
have said, he chose this: Peace be with you! These calming words
lessened the disciples' anxiety and gave them a wonderful sense of
reassurance. Words have the power to do that. Jesus touches his
friends with his breath and breathes his Spirit upon them. This
intimate gesture of peace begins to alleviate the uncertainty and fear
that no doubt consumed their thoughts and hearts. Words and
gestures are so important in doing God's work. Even the simplest of
greetings and actions can profoundly move people and direct them
to God. On this Sunday of Divine Mercy, we are reminded that God's
all-forgiving and merciful love comes to us through the risen Christ.
By our words and actions, may we show that forgiveness and
merciful love to others.

People from a “bunch” of Highland area
churches, called the “Lunch Bunch” will
be giving out free,healthy sack lunches
to children each weekday, June 3rd
thru August 9th.No names! No forms!
No judgment! We are excited for our
3rd summer of serving & hope to
maximize our efforts! We are in need
of the following: 100% juice boxes,
Ziploc sandwich bags & individually
wrapped snacks (those that do not
melt). Donations can be made to Lunch
Bunch at the Highland Area Community
Foundation or in the collection basket
in envelope marked “Lunch Bunch”.

St. Gertrude’s Altar Society will meet at Diamond
Mineral Springs for dinner on Thursday, May 9th at
6:30PM. Please RSVP by May 2nd to Emily Schwarz
at 675-3386. There will be a short meeting to
follow at the parish hall. All Ladies are welcome
and encouraged to attend!!

We would like to recognize our High School and
College Graduates in a future bulletin. If you would
like your student recognized please call or email
the parish office with the student’s name, school
and what town the school is located by May 13th.
St. Gertrude will be sponsoring a graduation breakfast on
Sunday, May 19th for any graduates from the 3 parishes—Please
RSVP to Judi Rode at 675-3662 by May 12th if you would like to
attend the breakfast.

† Mass Intentions †

No Mass
† Ginger Sanders — Int. of Maureen Harms
† Willie Weis — Int. of Doris & David Eilers
† All Souls
† Randy Schrage — Int. of Bill, Denise, & Dennis Trickey
Mass for the People of STN, STG & IC Churches
† Deceased of the Schwarz Family — Int. of Emily Schwarz & Family
† Alvin Frey — Int. of Jim, Sandy, Troy & Trent Vosholler
April 27 & 28, 2019

If we attend to the witnesses with listening hearts and open
ourselves to the signs by which the Lord again and again
authenticates both them and himself, then we know that
he is truly risen. He is alive. Let us entrust ourselves to him,
knowing that we are on the right path. With Thomas let us
place our hands into Jesus’ pierced side and confess:
‘My Lord and my God!’

Sunday of divine mercy April 27 & 28, 2019

—Pope Benedict XVI
from Jesus of Nazareth: Holy Week

Prayer Changes Everything
Half-Day Retreat
Saturday May 4—8am (Mass) to 12:15pm
Saints Peter & Paul Catholic Church Collinsville
A strong prayer life can transform you from the inside out.
Prayer changes things, starting with the one who prays. Prayer
does not change God, but it changes him who prays.
We cannot control, force, or manipulate our
relationship with God in prayer. Prayer is the place
where God designed our intimacy and relationship with
Him to take place. When we choose to pray, we choose
to grow. Having a strong prayer life will propel you towards
God. You can find God in every circumstance by calling on
Him, and choosing to trust Him.
It is not our intention to take anyone away from a particular
way of praying. Rather our objective for this retreat is to encourage each participant in his or her relationship with God,
that we help each one to pray and trust in their own way. We
hope to inspire you to nurture your interior realm each day
and that you will grow in cherishing your life with God.
Registration: Not required. All are welcome—bring your
family and friends.
Cost: Donation of laundry detergent or toiletry item for
St. Vincent De Paul Society.

The next Metro East Commonweal discussion group meeting is set for
Sunday, April 28, 6:00 to 8:00 pm, St. Jerome office building, 107
Wayland Avenue, Troy. Topic: "Criminal Justice Reform: What Does a
Just Prison System Look Like?" All are welcome, Catholic or not. Please
RSVP to Fr. Kevin Laughery, kl@kevinlaughery.com, to receive
discussion materials.
Support the Catholic Home Missions Appeal today!! Right now, over 40% of
dioceses in the United States are considered mission territory because they are
unable to fund essential pastoral work in their communities. Your donations
support programs, such as religious education, seminary formation & lay ministry
training, to build vibrant faith communities right here in the U.S. Please be
generous. Find more info. at www.usccb.org/home-missions.

National Shrine of Our Lady of the Snows – Visitor Center
The Call to Everyday Holiness - A Day of Reflection
Sponsored by the Victorious Missionaries
Presenter: Fr. Salvador Gonzalez, OMI
Saturday, May 4, 9:15 a.m. – 6 p.m.
What is holiness? Do you consider yourself to be holy? In his Apostolic
Exhortation “Gaudete et Exsultate: The Call to Holiness in Today’s World,”
Pope Francis wishes to once again bring the call to holiness to the
forefront for people of our time. We will explore the key points of the Pope’s
insights and find practical ways to incorporate holiness in our daily lives.
Fr. Salvador Gonzalez, OMI will explore this call to holiness with us.
Cost: $70 lunch and dinner included
For more info. call 618.394.6281. Register online at snows.org/reflections

2019 Sister Parish Conference—We have been invited to
attend the “Sharing in Our Walk in Solidarity” a conference
for sister parishes of the Springfield & Belleville dioceses, on
Tuesday, July 16th from 10:30am to 2:30pm a the KC Hall in
Highland. There is no charge to attend but reservations are
required. Registration information is available through the
parish office or by email at sisterparish13@gmail.com
Sponsored by Mission International

Some Key Diocesan Liturgies 2019 that will take
place in the Cathedral Church of the Immaculate
Conception in Springfield.




Ordination of a Priest – Saturday, May 25,
2019 at 10:00 AM
Celebration of Confirmation of Catholic
Adults – Pentecost Sunday, June 9, 2019 at
2:00PM.
THANK YOU
Our community changed lives this
Lent, and CRS Rice Bowl wants to say
THANK YOU! Don’t forget to turn in
your CRS Rice Bowl in the collection
baskets.

Saint Nicholas - Pocahontas

Immaculate Conception—Pierron

Saint Gertrude—Grantfork
+Bishop
Thomas John Paprocki
Diocese of springfield
in illinois

†
Rev. Paul J. Bonk
Pastor
Sonya Curry
secretary
Mailing Address:
PO Box 410
Pierron, IL 62273
E-mail Address:
ICSTN2011@gmail.com
www.icstnstg.org
Office: 618-669-2391
Rectory 618-654-2789
Office Address:
401 E State Street,
Pocahontas
Office Hours:
Mon.—Thurs. 9am to 4pm
Fridays 9am to 1pm

Mass Times

Immaculate Conception
Wed. & Fri.—8:00am
Sunday—10:00 am
Saint Nicholas
Thursday— 8:00am
Saturday—4:30pm
Saint Gertrude
Tuesday— 8:00 am
Sunday — 8:00am

Sacrament of
Reconciliation
IC—Wed. 7:15—7:45am
STN— Sat. 3:45—4:15pm
STG— Sun. 7:15— 7:45am

